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OME good opportunities are lost for lack of 
direct action in making an.inquiry about what 
think may be of use to yau. ‘The advertisements 

in this paper are intended to suggest opportunities. 
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“Lovest Thou Me?” 
By Annie Johnson Flint 


«&] OVEST thou me?” Thrice came the searching 
question, , 
And thrice did shamefaced Peter, grieved, reply ; 
Did he remember then the hour of trial, 
When he with oaths that love did thgice deny? 
For every step we take away from Jesus, 
. From His all-tender love and patient grace, 
Back to His feet, in deep humiliation, 
With tears, and pain, 4nd shame we must retrace. 











Tabula Rasa | 

Neutrality in religion is impossible. Those who 
urge it have no conception of the only true religion, 
Christianity, A Foreign Mission Report made to the 
Western Section of the .Alliance -of Reformed 
Churches Holding the Presbyterian System, at its 
meeting in Toronto last February, states concerning 
China: “Lecturers were imported to help in these sci- 
entific inquiries, #f scientific they can be called. Pro- 
fessor Dewey, who was invited from America, advo- 
cated that religion should be excluded from the stu- 
dents’ curricula until they had reached a university 


standard of education — approximately at the age of 


twenty-one years—and then with a mind blank— 
tabula rasa—as far as religion is concerned, allow 
Christianity to have its way and make such impres- 
sions as the students are then capable of receiving. 
Whether such religious neutrality is possible does not 
seem to have occurred to the distinguished professor 
and his: disciples.” The old Catholic father whose 
keen saying has often been quoted, “Give me the 
child until he is seven years old, and I care not who 
has him after that,” -would have smiled at the ig- 
norance in Professor Dewey’s naive suggestion. 
There is no such thing as a “mind blank — tabula 
rasa” in réligion.. Satan and sinful human beings 
would be writing busily on the “smooth tablet” all 
the “fundamemtals” of anti-Christianity, not for 
seven years but for three times seven, until there 
would be tragically small hope for “Christianity to 
have its way” into such a life. This aljeged “neu- 


‘which wrought such destruction to li 


‘in devotion. 


trality” is hopelessly one-sided, and wholly commit- 
ted to the favoritism of evil. 
ple to be, not tabula rasa for the writing of 

and sin, but “an epistle of Christ, . . . written not 
with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not 


in tables of stone, but in tables that are hearts of 
flesh” (Col, 3:3). 
ya 


Dynamite Warehouses 


It is risky to store explosives. Men are very 
careful how and where they do this. High explosives 
are usually assembled in some lonely, out-of-the-way 
place. Even then the danger is tremendous, as was 
illustrated by the explosion in the warehouse on Black 
Tom Island near New York during the war, and 
by the explosion of the munition ship near Halifax 

e and property. 
But there is another way to store dynamite. * Moffatt 
translates Paul’s warning in the second of Romans: 
“In your stubbornness impenitence of heart you 
are simply storing up anger for yourself in the Day 
of anger, when the just doom of God is revealed. 
For he will render to every one according to what 
he has done” (5:6). The day of judgment will be 
the day of explosion of the dynamite of God’s long 
pent-up wrath, and all who are “slighting all his wealth 
and kindness, forbearance and patience .'. . meant 
to make you repent” (Moffatt on Romans 2: 4, 5) are 
deliberately putting themselves in the path of this’ eter- 
nal disaster. 

> ath 


The Greatest Hindrance to Evangelism 


How far is disunity in the body of Christ hin- 
dering evangelism? There is a wonderful lesson in 
humility in the honor paid to one another by the three 
Persons of the blessed Trinity. God the’ Son always 
gave the credit for his mighty words and works to 
the Father. “The Son can do nothing of himself, but 
what he seeth the Father doing” (John 5:19). God, 
the first Person of the Trinity, spoke from heaven 
to earth the testimony, “This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17; compare 
Matt. 12:18 and 2 Peter 1:17). The whole ministry 


of the third Person of the Godhead, the blessed | 


Spirit, is not to speak of himself but to receive the 


calls young peo-. 


things of Christ and “show them” (John 16:13, 44), 
to testify of Christ (John 15:26), as he has done 
from apostolic. times until now (compare Acts 1:8; 
5:32). It is. the Divine’ purpose that God’s dear 
children should have this oneness. Our Lord prayed 
for it: “That they may all be one; even as thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 

be in us” (John 17:21). And for what purpose 
“That the world’ may believe. that thou didst send 
me.” Satan, looking upon a world that is more than 
three-fourths unbelieving, is seeking as never before 
to divide the actual bedy of Christ. What the Church 
needs above anything else to-day is. not the manu- 
factured unity in the minds of many, but this Divine 
oneness that our Lord prayed for; and the only way 
we may have it is to receive and maintain it by let- 
ting this Triune God abide in us, as he has so glori- 
ously promised to do (John 14: 3). 


: — 
God’s Special Delivery Messages 


God has used men.as the channels for his written 
message to mankind, but have been his special 
delivery messengers, Dr. J. H Taylor said: 
“The text [‘this same Jesus ‘is taken up from 
you into heaven shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen him go into heaven’] is the last of the three 
most important special delivery messages from God 
to man by angels. 1. ‘For unto you is born a Saviour.’ 
2. “He is not here, he is rieen.’ The Church claims 

credit the first two, but the third it twists, ridicules, 
lorgets, neglects. . , isn't. it;. same. Book, same 
s, same God; but they won't have it; it inter- 
feres with their plans. ... Stop your ears to men; go 
to the Book; read, and as a little child believe. Jesus 
is coming to earth again; as he went away; in an 
hour that ye think not.” The examination of a Con- 
gregational minister called to fill a Presbyterian pul- 
pit before the Presbytery of New York exhibits sad dis- 
belief in some of these special delivery messages from 
heaven. Asked, “Do you believe in the bodily resur- 
rection?” this candidate replied, “I believe in the prin- 
ciple of resurrection, but in the form in which you put 
the question, No.” To the next question, “What be- 
came of the body that lay in the tomb?” the reply was, 
“I don’t know.” It takes the faith of a little child 
indeed, as Dr. Taylor says, to recognize God’s special 
delivery messengers and to accept their messages. 


The Great Italian’s “Life of .Christ’ 


HERE has been published this year a new 
“Life of Christ” which is being hailed by the 
literary world as a fresh masterpiece in its field. 
And it is a masterpiece, —in literature, in reverence, 
Where Renan’s was atheistic and unbe- 
lieving this new work is filled with a reverent faith, 
a hot-hearted zeal for the Lord which sweeps almost 
every one before it. There has probably been no 
work written. in the life-time of present readers of 
The Sunday .School Times like this, in its worthy 
and utterly remarkable characteristics, and also, alas, 
in its unworthy features. 
Giovanni Papini’s Life of Christ! is described as 
“The confession of a man who after years of 
turbulence and atheism has turned to the simple faith 
of Christ. Giovanni Papini is the foremost man of 
letters in Italy; he has been hailed as a master by 
Bergson, and was a friend and diseiple of William 
James; he has written novels, poems, plays, essays, 
and has studied all the systems of philosophy. ‘He 
was,’ says Henry James Forman in the Pictorial 
Review, ‘a hater rather than'a lover of his kind, a 
master of invective, anarchist, atheist, nihilist. And 
now he has written a book that is already translated 
or being translated into a dozen languages, a book 
that turns its back upon all criticism or analysis, that 
has for its one aim and goal the calling back of 
the human race to the religion of love.’” 
The book is being reviewed on every hand, by 


1 Life of Christ. By Giovanni Papini. Freely translated 
from the Italian by Dorothy Canfield Fisher (Harcourt, 
Brace and Co., Inc., New York, $3.50). 


journals religious and secular. Within a few months 
more than 70,000 copies were sold in Italy. The 
English translation ran through even large printings 
in one month. And there has been little or noth- 
ing but praise in the reviews. ‘ 

s it a book to be welcomed and accepted by Chris- 
tians as true to the Christian faith? 

As literature, Papini’s Life of Christ is a book 
that leaps into the forefront of the literary mas- 
terpieces of a century. His translator, Dorothy Can- 
field Fishér,, has done her work extraordinarily 
well. In eloquence, in stinging satire, and invective 
against unbelieving critics, in powerful word pic- 
tures, in passionate devotion, in sympathetic insight 
into human nature, Papini deserves his place among 
literary giants. 

Papini’s contemptuous condemnation of those who 
reject Christ and the Bible is seen in the following: 





For five hundred years those who call themselves free 
spirits . . . have been trying desperately to kill Jesus a 
second time — to kill him in the hearts of men. 

The army of his enemies assembled to bury him as soon 
as they thought they heard the death-rattle of Christ’s sec- 
ond death. Presumptuous donkeys mistaking libraries for 
their stables, top-heavy brains pretending to explore the 
highest heavens in philosophy’s drifting balloon, profes- 
sors poisoned by the fatal strong drink of philclogy and 
metaphysics, armed themselves. . . . Certain of them drew 
on their boundless imaginations to evolve what they con- 
sidered proof positive of a fantastic theory that fhe story 
of the Gospel is no more than a legend:'... 

But who could have taken the place of the man they 
were trying to dispose of? The grave they dug was deeper 
every day, and still they could not bury him from sight. 
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Papini speaks caustically of “the insipidity of sci- 
entific literature, called ‘scientific’ only because it 
perpetually fears to make the slightest affirmation.” 

The author says he bases his book on the Gospels, 
“Christ is in the Gospels, in the apostolic tradition, 
and in the Church, Outside of that is darkness and 
silence, He who accepts the four Gospels must ac- 
cept them wholly, entire, syllable by syllable, — or 
else reject them from the first to the last and say, 
‘We know nothing.’” 

The work is a large volume, more than four hun- 
dred pages. There is no attempt to do a brief, 
sketchy bit of writing. It‘ is leisurely, thorough, 
searching, comprehensive, and every page glows or 
burns with power, devotion, or condemnation. Many 
an incident in the lifd of our Lord is made unforget- 
tably vivid by the retelling of this Italian man of 
letters. 


The filthiest place in the world was the first room of the 
only Pure Man ever born of woman. ... It was not by 
chance that Christ was .born in a stable. What is the 
world but an immense stable where men produce filth and 
wallow in it? Do they not daily change the most beau- 
tiful, the purest, the most divine things into excrements? 
Then, stretching themselves at full length on the piles of 
manure, they say they are “enjoying life.” Upon this 
earthly pig-sty, where no decorations or perfumes can hide 
the odor of filth, Jesus appeared one night, born of a stain- 
less Virgin arméd only with innocence, 


For another gf countless passages which show the 
power and devotion of this great writer, one may 
turn to thé long description of the last twenty-four 
hours in the earthly life of our Lord. Under the 
striking sub-title, “And When They Had Blindfolded 
Him,” Papini describes the unthinkable details of 
blasphemous persecution: 


One of the Scribes or the Elders gave the example, and 
spat at Jesus as he passed by Him. He was too careful 
of his ritual cleanliness to contaminate his newly washed 
hands, ready for the Passover, by touching an enemy of 
God, who, near to death, was already impure like a corpse. 
But saliva: what is saliva? Refuse of the body, contempt 
materialized in a liquid. 

And on that face illumined by the early morning sun 
and by imprisoned divinity, on that face transfigured by 
the light of the sun and by love's light, on the golden 
face’ of Christ, the spittle of the Jews covered the first 
blood of the Passion. But for the rabble of the servants 
and the guards, spitting was not enough, nor were they 
afraid of sullying their hands. . . . The guards who were 
nearest him struck him in the face; those who could not 
strike his facé rained blows and threats, and the words 
which came ftom the mouths of those insensate men 
wounded him more cruelly than blows. 

That face, which had been white as a hawthorne blossom 
and shining like sunlight, darkened into the livid purple 
of beaten flesh. The fair, gracious body, reeling with 
blows, staggered in the midst of the heaving crowd. Christ 
said no word to those who vomited out on him the ap- 
palling contents of their souls. He had answered the 
guard who had struck him in the presence of Annas, ask- 
ing him to correct him if he had spoken ill; for this ribald 
mob let loose he had no answer. But one of them more 
quick-witted or more childish than the others had an idea: 
he took a dirty cloth and with it covered the bleeding, 
buffeted face, tying the corners behind. And he said: 
“Let us play blind man’s buff. This man boasts of be- 
ing a prophet; let us see if he can guess which of us is 
striking him.” $ 

Christ’s face was covered. Was there, in the action of 
the ruffians, an unconsciously compassionate. desire to 
spare him, at least, the sight of his brothers become like 
beasts? Or was that look of suffering love really unen- 
durable to them? 


Perhaps readers of The Sunday School Times are 
wondering, now, why any serious question should be 
raised about this marvelous, heart-searching book. 

Nowhere in the entire book is there any hint of 
the Gospel. This statement will surprise some who 
are familiar with th@ work, and who may insist that 
from beginning to end the Italian author has faith- 
fully portrayed the supernatural life, death, and res- 
urrection of the Son of God. But the Gospel is the 
Good News that Christ became our Substitute, bore 
our sins, died in our stead, and was raised for our 
justification, so that the moment any lost sinner — 
and by nature we are all lost sinners — believes on 
Christ as his personal Saviour he is instantly, com- 


pletely, and eternally saved,.and his standing in the. 


sight of God is as perfect and holy and righteous as 
the standing of Christ. 

- There is no hint of this in Papini’s Life of Christ. 
Some teachings of Christ are prominent. The teach- 
ing of that which is humanly impossible, such as 
perfect love, is there. But over and over again 
Papini shows that he believes that man must strug- 
gle and work throughout his earthly life time — per- 
haps even longer than that—for his complete sal- 
vation. Salvation by works, not by faith, is Papini’s 
message; and that is not the Gospel. 

At the close of the marvelous word-picture of the 
crucifixion of Christ, Papini writes (the italics here 
and elsewhere in these quotations are the Editor’s) : 
“The death-struggle was over and the Jews were sat- 
ished. He had expiated all up to the last, and now 
he was dead. Now our own expiation begins — and 
it is mot yet finished.” 


This, of course, is typical Roman Catholic teach-. 


ing. This false dogma is why Martin Luther left 


‘fication by Faith. 


“ our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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the Roman Catholic Church, when the Holy Spirit 
revealed to him. the New Testament truth of Justi- 
In his Introduction, Papini says 
that he holds “loyally to the words of the Orthodox 


Gospels and to the dogmas of the Catholic Church,” 


and he abundantly proves this throughout his boo 
While he writes much of the blood of Christ, he 
nowhere intimates that the shedding of the blood was 
sufficient to cleanse men from all sin, Instead, he 
believes that men work for, and work out, their own 
cleansing. Commenting on Peter’s grief after he had 
thrice denied his Lord, Papini writes : “Thou, at icast, 
unfortunate Simon, although thou wast Peter the 
rock, wept bitterly and hid in thy cloak thy face 
convulsed with remorse. And before many days 
Christ risen from the dead will kiss thee once more 
because thy perjured mouth has been washed clean 
forever -by thy tears.” This is unscriptural and anti- 


Christian teaching. Peter’s tears never cleansed away 


his sin. Peter himself wrote that God “according 
to his great mercy 4 us again unto a living hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” 
(1 Peter 1:3). And John wrote, “If we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin. . . . If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1: 7, 


9). : 

Again, the dying thief’ on the cross who turned 
to Jesus with the words, “Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom,” was saved, says 
Papini, not by the finished work of Christ and his 
faith in Christ, but “The prayer of the thief was 
enough to absolve him.” 


Prayers, and tears, and works, and struggles, — are © 


these the way of life? No, that is not the Gospel of 
It is,“another Gospel: which 
is not another; but there be some that trouble you, 
~ would pervert the gospel of Christ” (Gal. 1: 


» 7)» 

This typical ignorance of the Gospel as fully un- 
folded in the Epistles, and fatiure to offer it any- 
where in the book, is the most serious and fatal 
characteristic, Yet there are a number of only less 
serious features. 

For example, after describing with characteristic 
power the three miracles in which our Lord raised 


' different persons from the dead, Papini says: 


Another point, and the most important: in all these three 
cases Jesus spoke to the dead person as if he were not 
dead but only asleep. He had no time to say anything 
about the condition of the son: of the widow, because that 
decision was ‘taken too rapidly, but even to him, he said, 
as to a child, idly oversleeping, “Young man, I say unto 
thee, arise.” When they told him that the daughter of 
Jairus was dead, he answered, “Weep not, she is not dead 
but sleepeth.” When they confirmed the news of the death 
of Lazarus, he insisted, “He is not dead but sleepeth.” 
He made no claim to bring back from the dead, only to 
awaken. . 


Here the author strangely ignores, and in so do- 
ing denies, our Lord’s word to his disciples about 
Lazarus, as given in John 11: 

These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, 
Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake 
him out of sleep. Then said his disciples, Lord, if he 
sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: 
but they thought he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. 
Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 


Papini falls into the error of assuming that Christ’s 
supreme mission and message was to tell men to 
love each other,—the mistake of many Modernists, of 
unscriptural pacifists, of the Elia Wheeler Wilcoxes 
and Elbert Hubbards, of the unscriptural “Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation,” and the like. This mistaken 
teaching on love, which Papini holds in common with 
so many others, breaks down entirely in his amazi 
claim that “for absolute love lik< the love of .G 
the Father, there is neither good nor evil.” That was 
the teaching of R. J. Campbell in his notorious “New 
Theology.” 

The author would even charge our Lord with 
human error, in a statement that also discloses com- 
plete failure to recognize the truth of the Substitu- 
tionary Atonement, Christ made sin for us, that we 
by faith might “be made the righteousness of God 
in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). That the Atonement necessi- 
tated the break in fellowship between the Son and the 
Father, — for God cannot look in toleration or fel- 
lowship upon sin,—is seen in the heart-broken cry 
of our Lord on the cross, “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” But Papini puts into our 
Lord’s mouth, here, these words: “I called. Thee be- 
cause it seemed-to me in the darkness of my suffer- 
ing that Thou hadst left me. But now Thow hast 
answered. ... It is not true that Thou hadst aban- 
doned me. When I called Thee it was not I that 
spoke, but that human blood burning in my veins, 
and dropping from the nails.” There is not only no 
recognition. here, but denial, of the inspired truth 
given in Galatians 3:13, that Christ “hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree.” Our Lord made no mistaken utterance 
on the cross. The Father had forsaken him there, 


JUNE 30, 1923 


made sin for us, in order to take us who believe on 
this Saviour into eternal fellowship with Himself. 


Such is Papini’s Life of Christ. The work is so 
gigantic in its genius, so rare-and powerful, so ma- 
jestic, so illuminated in its insight into human nature 

in some respects, into the divine records of the 
earthly life of the Son of God, that. it is inexpressibly 
regrettable that it should be necessary to oe in 
condemnation of ions of its teaching. et we 
must be true to truth, to Him who alone is the 
Truth. And any one implicitly.accepting this Life of 
Christ as a sufficient and final interpretation of the 
New Testament would be sadly deceived, and might 
be eternally lost. We dare not take any such risk 
as that. Therefore, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, 
but try the spirits whether they are of God: because 
many false prophets are gone out into the world.” 

















From Whom Did 
Christ “‘Ransom” His People? 


In stiidying the subject of Jesus redeeming or ran- 
soming all those who believe on him, some of my evan- 
gelists raised the question, “From whom did Jesus re- 
deem his people?” Since Satan is the god of this world 
or age, is it correct to say that Jesus redeems us from 
Satan? If the answer is in the affirmative, then the 
class raised the question of propriety that a sowereign 
God should redeem anything from a created being who 
is inferior. Should the greater redeem from the less? 
The idea of the class is that Jesus must have paid 
the price or ransom to some one. Was the price paid 
to God the Father or to Satan?—A Missionary in China. 


A ransom is a price paid for freeing a captive. This 
is evident from the first occurrence of the word in 
the Bible, in Exodus 21: 30. And our Lord said, “The 
Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many” 
(Matt. 10: 28; Mark 10: 45). 

Those whom our Lord has ransomed are the slaves 
of Satan, sold under sin. Our Lord was using the 
illustration of the Hebrew “goel,”. or redeemer, or 
ransomer, who, as the nearest of kin, had three rights: 


To buy back the forfeited inheritance of an: Israel-: 


ite who, as the result of poverty, has sold his land. 
A familiar illustration of this is furnished in what 
Boaz did fgr Ruth. Man in the original plan of God 
was the heir of all things, and Adam was given do- 
minion over the whole earth, but “bartered his mag- 
nificent birthright for vanity” when he fell, and in- 
cluded all his posterity in his fall. Christ, the last 
Adam, by taking upon himself in incarnation our man- 
hood, became our Goel, and ransomed us from being 
disinherited for ever (Heb. 2:9-15). The ransom 
takes effect in the fullest way at “the times of resti- 
tution of all things” (Acts 2:21; Matt. 19:28), the 
last grand Jubilee, corresponding to the Jubilee year 
of Israel, which occurred every fiftieth year, when 
all forfeited lands were returned to- their original 
owners (and all slaves freed). 

Israelites, in the second place, sometimes “waxed 
poor” enough to be compeiled to sell themselves to the 
stranger in their land (Lev. 25: 47-49). So man sold 
himself to Satan’s bondage, to ransom him from. which. 
our Lord paid the price of his precious blood (1 Peter 
1:18, 19), so that henceforth “the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath set me free from the law 
of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2). . 

It was one of the rights of the Goel, in the third 
place, to avenge the death of his slain kinsmen as a 
point of honor.. Here comes in the answer to the 
question of this missionary as to whether a sovereign 
God should redeem anything from an inferior created 
being. Satan’s inferiority to God does not mean that 
God could neglect to consider the havoc of sin, or fail 
to deal with its author, Our divine Ransomer, who 
paid the terrible blood price, does not leave the soul- 
bandit Satan to go at large, but avenges the terrible 
act that brought death upon all mankind, by the de- 
struction of the works of the devil, and ultimately by 
the eternal imprisonment and punishment of the devil 
himself (1 John 3:8; Rev. 20: 10). 

Our redemption is threefold, from the penalty, the 
power, and finally from the presence or possibility of 
sin. We must not think of it except in its complete- 
ness. The redemption of our bodies will be our grand 
vindication from present wrong, such as Job suffered 
at the hand of Satan, but from which, even in that 
early day, he foresaw redemption (Job 19:26, 27). 

It is of course unthinkable that Christ paid his ran- 
som for sin to Satan. “In whom [Christ] we have re- 
demption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace” (Eph. 1:7). Re- 
demption, ransoming, results in forgiveness of sin, and 
it is God who forgives sin. Satan’s whole effort is 
to keep sinners from seeking forgiveness. It is need- 
less to multiply Scripture to prove this point. 
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When an Infidel’s Son Attended the Revival 


And was asked a question that haunted him, which he stood up in fence corners and argued with ! 





I depart thus from the usual. statement of 

pedigree, because I would not give offense to 
my evolutionary brethren of humble origin before 
they get started with the story. 

My father calculated that we had as many human 
ancestors as any one, and never was man more dis- 
criminating in their selection, unless the subject of 
the discussion was religion, and then he was abso- 
lutely reckless with the family tree. 

It may help to give me prestige with those col- 
lar-free brethren who flout the creeds to say that my 
father was a fearless critic of the Bible. He fed 
his children on Darwinism and Ingersoll’s “Mistakes 
of Moses.” I cannot see that he taught anything then 
that would disqualify him now for some well-known 
schools kept up by money donated by Christian men. 
There was nothing in his doctrine that would pre- 
vent him from teaching in some theological semin- 
aries in these days of democratic theology, but he 
was so tactless that he discredited the Bible from the 
outside and called it infidelity, and so made himself 
unpopular in church circles, 


When Infidels Kept Out of the Church 

My father read the Bible in his youth by the light 
of a blazing pine knot and of course in those pioneer 
days people did not know any better than to insist that 
the Bible was either true or false. It was not then 
generally understood that historical statements that 
are literal lies can, after four thousand years, ripen 
into figurative truths. When father lived, it was con- 
‘ceded that Solomon had not been surpassed in wis- 
dom, and likely he had not at that time. Now we 
have men who wave aside, with a smile, the so-called 
“rib story’ and “snake story,” as historically untrue, 
yet having great value as religious landmarks, 
showing the best God could do as an amateur teacher. 
Indeed, one evolutionist’ avers, “Everything. has 
evolved, from molecule to Jehovah.” 

If poor father could have had modern: theological 
advantages, he might have classified the Bible as myth; 
anthropomorphism, interpolation, Hebrew conception, 
folk lore, legend, and figures of speech. He might 
have taken the name. Christian and counseled for- 
bearance with the weak ones who cannot bear “strong 
meat.” 

Singularly enough, my father sent me to Sunday- 
school and defended this weakness on the ground that 
religion was really calculated ‘to help sick people, old 
folks, and children. My teacher was a sweet spirited 
motherly soul, and I know that I embarrassed her 
much with my questions, because I knew the “Mis- 
takes of Moses” better than she knew her Bible. 

I attended my first revival meeting when eighteen 
years old and found it a fourfold provocation, The 
preacher, who was clearly a cultured man, acted as 
though he really believed his elaim that the blood of 
a man long since dead could wash away sin. The 
converts, whom I considered far beneath me in re- 
cent pedigree and education, and who were certainly 
far beneath me in self-righteousness, were obviously 
happy, and it seemed so unfair that they should be 
happy when I was not. My Sunday-school teacher 
arose and asked prayer for two of her pupils not 
yet converted, and I felt that I was outnumbered, 
four hundred to one, in this clash of psychical forces. 
The last provocation was uncomfortably personal: a 
young man came to me and without any concern lest 
he disturb the meeting, and looking at me as though 
I was under suspicion, said, “Have you got Christ?” 
It seemed to me*the most foolish, and proved to be 
the hardest to forget of any question ever asked me. 
My confusion was complete; I could not talk back 
without disturbing the meeting, and church was no 
place to make such a‘curt reply as I had in mind. I 
left the church in anger, determined never to be 
caught again. On my lonely road home, I stood that 
question up in the fence corners and reminded it that 
I had met at that meeting four kinds of fools, of 
which its author was chief. 

I dismissed it forthwith and forever, and it an- 
swered like Poe’s raven, “Nevermore!” It was like 
arguing with a graphophone, it would not listen to 
reason. I went back to the meeting prepared to es- 
cape with the first move in my direction, but the ques- 
tion always went with me. One night the preacher 
had for a text the challenge of Jesus, “If any man 
willeth to do his will, he shall know.” For years I 
had prided myself on my sincerity, and that night I 
went home with a voice within calling me a dis- 
honest coward. Here was a chance to prove that 
Christianity was a farce or that I was a fool, and I 
did not relish the hazard. There is not space here 


M: MORE immediate ancestors were human! 
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In next week’s issue of The Sunday School Times 
there will be published, from the pen of the min- 
ister who records this interesting experience, the 
first of three semi-humorous imaginary dialogues, 
the disputants being Rastus Augustus, a colored 
janitor who has imbibed evolution from the pro- 
fessors; his wife, Mammy Lou, who holds to the 
old-fashioned views of creation, while Jeff, a 
visiting nephew, is the audience. 








to detail the evasions, excuses, and efforts to smother 
the voices within, but one night, after going nearly 
to the altar twice and nearly to the door twice, I 
bowed at a front pew and prayed, as nearly as I rec- 
ollect, “O God, if there’ is a God, let me know.” 

I could not then’ have named what happened, but I 
knew that there was a God, and that I was in cove- 
nant relations with him. I pass over the joy side of 
the mew experience and assure you that I know 
something of what Daniel faced in the lions’ den, 
only his lions were meat-eaters in. captivity, and mine 
were faith-killers running loose, and his lions had 
their mouths shut, and mine had not yet been do- 
mesticated. The only answer I had to the old doubts 
that snapped their jaws at me was that a miracle had 
happened in me, and my father had no patience with 
me, because I set up my fact against the facts of the 
universe, 

I turned my face toward the ministry, and left 
home disinherited, leaving father more ashamed of 
a praying son than a polywog ancestry. Though he 
afterwards made me executor of his estate, he died 
without knowing that the church would bow to the 
exponents of his doctrine and call it scholarship. 

For years I kicked the old doubts out every aight 
and found them perched on the footboard of the bed 
the next morning. I would as soon have played with 
a rattler as read Darwin or Ingersoll. My first con- 
siderable help in seeing the fallacy of Darwin and 
Ingersoll came from a lowly parishioner who was a 
peddler, but he knew his Bible. Later I traveled two 
hundred miles to spend two weeks with a Bible 
teacher who could quote most of the Bible. We 
spent a week with the first three chapters of Genesis, 
—the most helpful two weeks of my life, and I 
went back to my church amazed at what I had over- 
looked in the Bible and how much folly had passed 














| A Prayer by Mr. Wanamaker 








Offered in Brotherhood meeting, April 4, 1907 


RACIOUS and loving Father, we thank Thee for the 

sound of the Sabbath bells and for the voices in 

the world about us which tell us that this is the 
day the Lord hath made, the day of prayer, praise, and 
quiet waiting upon God in His sanctuary. 

It is good to see each other’s faces and .feel the warm 
grasp of each other’s hands. But better than all is the 
privilege of looking up into Thy face and calling Thee 
Father. We want to know Thee as our reconciled Father, 
and that Thou art not angry with us for our carelessness, 
for our slipping, for our lame and halting walk. 

We bless Thee for bringing .us together on this resur- 
rection morning and that every Lord’s Day is to us a res- 
urrection. We have come together as members of one 
body into a new life through a risen Christ, who put 
upon himself the penalty of our sins and having made 
an end of sin has gone up to heaven, and by our faith in 
him and his love fer us has carried our ngmes there, 
has carried a knowledge of our natures and looks down 
upon us with loving solicitude to help us live our lives 
and to be his children. We thank Thee for One, who, 
though now ascended, bends on earth a Brother’s eye. 

Give us a good meeting to-day and put new life into 
the minds and souls of all of us. We have not made the 
progress in the Christian life that we vught. We have not 
gone as far as we thought we could. We have been dull, 
slow, lame. We have not run the race with that bounding 
strength that ought to characterize men who have been 
refreshed at the. heavenly banquet. We pray for forgive- 
ness. We pray for help. We pray for the man who has 
fallen. Help him«o get up again and give him new strength 
that he may go straight on. We pray Thee to bless the 
men: in their homes and make them a blessing to their 
wives and children. Bless every lonely man that lives 
by himself. Make it possible for him to have more com- 
panionship, if it is for his good, and if it is pure and help- 
ful. Help us to be closer to one another in our Brother- 
hood lives, and may we be good, pure, sweet, and Chris- 
tian in all we do and say from day to day; and may this 
Sabbath in which we have come together be a peaceful, 
comforting and strengthening spot in our lives, and may 
its influence go with us all the week. We ask it in Christ’s 
Name. Amen. 


I now read 
the second verse in Genesis, and see a steaming world 
dark with clouds a hundred miles deep; and “the 
ruwach (translated, “spirit,” “breath,” “wind”] of 


for science in the books I had feared. 


God moved upon the face of the waters.” “And God 
said, Let there be light.” Was ever anything more 
reasonable than that the dense clouds should be thinned 
by cooling, and light break through? I should like 
to go on, but this*is not a Bible reading. 

I discovered that even the painstaking Darwin over- 
looked some facts—that even a farmer boy might 
notice. I will mention but one of many. In chapter 
seven of the “Origin of Species,” under the subhead, 
“Utilitarian Doctrine,” he says that any equipment of 
any species that works for the exclusive good of others, 
if proved, would annihilate his doctrine. He follows 
this with an evasion of the obvious fact that the rattle 
of a rattlesnake’s tail is quite unnecessary to any snake 
and certainly helpful to those it warns. Any one 
knows that the poison in the bite of a mosquito that 
produces a stinging, itching sensation, works death 
for the mosquito and causes the bitten one to protect 
itself. So it is with the flea and hundreds of insects. 


Furnishing God with an Alibi! 


As soon as I could save sufficient money, I attended 
a well-known school of philosophy and found the pres- 
ident of the school willing to compromise with the 
ministers in the class by conceding that God made 
Adam of the dust, but he added that God used an ape 
to gather the dirt. I think I might have smiled in 
silence at this clever effort to furnish God with an 
alibi, but as it excused God from any personal ac- 
tion and taxed one’s credulity beyond sanity to sup- 
pose that even a very obedient ape would remove a 
rib from Adam and make a woman, I saw the shades 
of my father’s infidelity grinning at me over the 
teacher’s shoulder. Of course if it is unreasonable to 
believe that God could or would take a part of a man 
and make a mate for him, it is equally unreasonable 
to believe that Jesus could or would take five loaves 
and two fishes and make thousands of loaves and fishes. 
So far as I am concerned, I want no Bible that derives 
its authority from any coterie of scholars, and I want 
no god that is a shifting composite of the opinions of 
men, who, by their own confession, are childrew of the 
ape. A god made of stone will at least be more last- 
ing than a god made of brains so recently evolved 
from. tadpoles. 

I have a letter from a cultured woman,—the mother 
of a son ready for college, saying, “I had rather my 
son would grow up illiterate than to go to a school 
where he will be taught to discredit the Bible.” If 
any reader is tempted to pin his faith to the New. 
Testament and discard the Old as a “Hebrew concep- 
tion,” let him read Romans 3:2: where the inspired 
Word says that the chief advantage of the Jew was 
that “unto them were committed che oracles of God.” 

There are doubtless sincere men among the critics 
of the Bible and men who cling to some parts of the 
Bible, rejecting others, but I marvel that they cannot 
see that ié one man may destroy the authority of one 
portion, another man may discredit another, and re- 
ligious Bolshevism is the answer. It is like punch- 
ing a hole in a dyke. The man who begins to run 
the Bible through his own sieve will sooner or later 
adjust the screen to let his own sins go through. We 
now lead the world in crime, divorce, waste, and (with 
one exception) in race suicide by unnatural sins, and 
how can these cloud-painting optimists hope to flag 
a mortex-mad, sex-mad, pleasure-mad world with a 
shirt tail Bible? 

All these years I have been happy in the confidence 
that my own church was immune from doctrinal van- 
dalism. You see, the doctrines of the Bible are im- 
bedded in the constitution of my church, and every 
candidate for membership must avow his faith in 
them. Before any minister is received, he is asked 
if he is in accord with these doctrines and then comes 
the question, 

“Will you preach and maintain them?” 

I have ceased wondering how these super-revelation 
ministers can violate their vows, for the man who 
goes forth in the name of Jesus, who said, “The Scrip- 
ture cannot be broken,” and discredits the “oracles of 
God,” will give himself no uneasiness about so trifling 
a matter as his pledge to the church. _ 

My first. rude awakening came when a famous 
teacher in one of our theological seminaries was hired 
to give a series of lectures at the Annual Conference. 
He rearranged the Bible something as a child would 
its blocks and said, “I don’t blame the whale for swal- 
lowing Jonah for three days, when I see so many peo- 
ple who have swallowed him forever.” To my amaze- 
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ment, there was vigorous applause from the younger 
men more recently returned from the schools. Later, 
my Sunday-school teachers complained to me that the 
lesson literature very bluntly stated that Isaiah had 


prophesied that Jerusalem would never be destroyed, | 


—certainly a falsehood. Since then, many evidences 
have come to me that our schools regard the faith 
of the fathers as we do the old spinning wheel in the 
attic, —a relic and reminder of a hard and narrow 


past. : 

The boards of my church are making appeals for 
more men and more money. The best givers among 
my people are beginning to divert their money to other 
channels and send their children to other schools. 

How can I best serve God in these days when so 
many of my brethren have gone after the Baalim of 
rationalism? If I need r e, let him whose church 
is without sin in this respect cast the first stone. 


The Victorious Life 











Shingling Victory Hall 


Te work of preparing Keswick, N. J., to -be a 
Bible conference center is progressing, the roof 
rafters having been laid on the south end of Victory 
Hall, on which shingles are being put, while the north 
end is just ready for the placing of the roof rafters. 
All the remaining material of the old government Vic- 


tory Hotel at Bristol is being loaded on a last car, 
and will be shipped to Keswick within a few days. 
Gifts have been very steadily coming in, and the total 
amount in cash and pledges up to date is now $14,479.- 


02. 
While it was. not possible to prepare Keswick for 
the Eastern Victorious Life Conference this year, as 


had been hoped at first, everything is propitious for . 


having it ready not only for the 1924 Eastern Victori- 
ous Tite Conference, but for any sound Bible Con- 
ference which may wish to make use of it. At.least 
$17,000 will yet be necessary to provide for the min- 
imum equipment, and intercessors are earnestly asked 
to continue praying for the supply of all these needs. 
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Contributions or may be sent to B. F. Culp, 
Treasurer, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, and pamphlets will be sent, upon request, 
describing the plans that have been proposed, and 
exhibiting photographs of the natural beauties of 
the Keswick grounds and environment. 


“ 
Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for, méetings addressed by members or 
speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. It will be 
noted that some of the meetings here listed are Victorious 
Life Conferences, conducted by the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony, while other meetings here listed are not in con- 
nection with such conferences, but are addressed by indi- 
vidual speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. 


Lake Odessa, Mich., July 5-8.—Victorious Life messages 
by Charles G. Trumbull at the Lake Odessa Bible Con- 
ference. Mr. Trumbull will speak in the evening of July 
$; afternoon of July 6; evening of July 7; and morning and 
afternoon of July 8 Meals $1.05 and beds s0 cents per 
night. For further information write to Mrs. H. H. Newell, 
McKeesport, Pa. 


Stony Brook, Long Island, July 14-22.—Eastern Victorious 
Life Conference. Rates for board and room for the con- 
ference period have been fixed at $3 for registration, $15 
per person for a room containing three or more, $18 per 
person for a room containing two. Special rates will be 
quoted for single rooms, and for roc=. outside the hotels. 
Full information may be had by addressing the Victorious 
Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 


Knowlton, Quebec, Can., July 23-30.—Knowlton Victorious 
Life Conference. Further information may be had by ad- 
dressing the Victorious Life Testimony, Room 80, Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Connelly Springs, N. C., August 1-8.—Victorious Life mes- 
sages will be given by Charles G. Trumbull at the Con- 
nelly Springs Camp Meeting. A beautiful woodland, near 
the famous Connelly Mineral Spring. Motto: “Christ makes 
‘free indeed.’” Board and rooms from $: to $2.50 per day. 
For further information write to the Rev. Jim Green, Con- 
nelly Springs, N. C. 

Linwood Park, Ohio, August 13-19.—Middle West Victori- 
ous Life Conference, Further, information may be had by 
addressing the Victorious Life Testimony, Room 80, Staf- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








When Dr. Smellie. Sent His “Copy” a 


And made friends of an entire editorial force by his gracious accompanying messages 
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School Times was asked several months ago by 
a member of the staff concerning his manner 
of work — whether he performed it mechanically or 
was able to get. anything out of it in the way of: help 
and inspiration. His reply was something like this: 

“There is one Sunday School Times lesson writer 
I always enjoy putting into type —the Scotchman, Dr, 
Smellie.” 

It is little wonder that Dr. Smellie came to be 
looked upon as a personal friend by almost every 
worker in The Sunday School Times editorial rooms, 
for he always sent at least a line or two of his own 
charming and radiant personality along with every 
batch of manuscript that he put into the mails. The 
Editor filed away a delightful correspondence, and 
there were other letters sent to and fro, a notable cor- 
respondence arising between Dr. Smellie and one -of 
the staff, a member of the Society of Friends, to whom 
it was suggested that he direct the envelopes contain- 
ing his “copy.” 

Dr. Smellie never sent a perfunctory note. He 
never said, “Please find enclosed my material for such 
and such a lesson.” His letters or notes accompany- 
ing his lesson material were the very embodiment of 
grace and graciousness. And in the cherishing of his 
memory, since his recent call to the upper and bettér 
Home, it all seems so worth while. No envelope bear- 
ing his postmark ever came to hand that was not 
opened with eagerness, and if others than the one 
to whom it was addressed knew of its presence, the 
question was pretty sure to be, “What is Dr. Smellie 
saying this time?” 

There seemed to be a’ fascination for him in the 
realization that he was writing for Americans as well 
as Britishers. His mind appeared to follow his “copy” 
as it went across the ocean. In one of his earlier 
letters he says ; - 

“My dear Friend: I hail you once more across the 
seas. What is the width of the Atlantic to those 
whom ‘carristima vincula’—as McCheyne called them 
—bind in unbreakable union? My love to all in that 
friendliest . . . office of yours, and to your wise and 
effective helpers.” 

“With a loving salute of the East to the West,” he 
says again; and in another note, from “Orlig House, 
Castletown by Thurso” : 

“This comes to you, with my loving regards, from 


Ox of the linotype operators of The Sunday 


the northernmost coasts of our island, where the surf 


breaks against the cliff three hundred feet high, and 


where the very summers are seasons of coolness and 
refreshment, There are places of vantage here from 
which I can look westward across the Atlantic, and 
feel that there is no separating land. between me and 
Walnut Street with the Zood people who write and 
work there.” 

There was a suggestion of Greek script in Dr. 
Smellie’s “handwriting,” and he must have been very 
deliberate in his writing, so clear and neat is it. He 
made his d’s like a Greek “delta,” and e’s as one fash- 
ioned “epsilons” when, in old college days, one was 
translating English sentences into Greek. His script 
was thus a little unusual and it was suggested that he 
might care to use a typewriter, the matter being left 
entirely to his option. He wrote in several successive 
letters : 

“We have got the loan of an old Remington, and 
Willie [his son] is at the moment slowly spelling out 
my sentences to my dictation. You will forgive the 
mistakes and inelegancies of two beginners! — one of 
whom approaches sixteen and the other, eheu! has 
rounded the corner of sixty. ... 

“Next, let me explain that the stenographer of last 
week is not on strike, and is really sorry not to have 
had his own hand in the instalment of to-night. But 
an important Latin examination impends, and because 
of it I vetoed for the time his co-adjutorship, and re- 
turned to my own pen-arid-ink. ... 

“I thank you for your kind permission to go on 
writing in my own proper —or improper — hand. You 
will see that this week’s contribution is typed, and 
probably others will be. The boy is learning how to 
humor the instrument, and it is an ease to his father 
to dictate. But, somehow, I can’g think, to any ef- 
fective purpose, through the medium of machinery. .. . 

“I have had to lift the old 9en once ‘more, because 
the stenographer is fevered and in bed. He hopes, and 
his mother and father hope, that he will be able to.type 
the next instalment you get. 

“We have two children besides the stenographer — 
an older boy, James Alexander, at the University, and 
a dear little girl, Frances Elizabeth, who has been for 
seventeen years with God.” . .. 

Dr. Smellie seemed never to forget special days. 
“I rejoice with you on Independence Day,” he wrote 
on the Fourth of July, 1921; “God save Americatf” 





JUNE 30, 1923. 


On a New Year’s night: 


“We will not speak of years to-night, 
For what have years to bring 

But larger floods of love and: light 
And sweeter songs to sing?’ 


“Oliver Wendell Holmes remembered by Alexandeg' 
Smellie and inscribed with all good wishes.” 

“God give you a happy Christmas and a good New’ 
Year. And all in the office of The Sunday School 
Times — felices fausti (et faustae) que sint.” 

And here are still other. of his well remembered 
messages. 


Your most welcome letter found me last week at Kese 
wick, where my wife and I were at the Convention. We 
had a good and solemn and happy time, with the Dove 
almost visibly brooding over the meetings. On Wednes- 
day morning, after a Bible Reading in the great chief tent 
by Mr. Douglass Brown, who has been much used of God 
in revival work in England, there were no fewer than three 
aftér-meetings in various places; and some tasted the 
sweetness of Christ for the first time, and many more 
claimed in faith the fulness of the life which is life indeed. 

It was a special joy to see and hear Dr. Griffith Thomas 
again. What a wonderful teacher he’is! And what an 
orderly mind he has! 

I am rejoiced that you know and love “The Men oi the 
‘Knotted Heart.’” I was intimate with A. D. Grant, but 
J. P. Struthers was one of my very dearest friends —a man 
quite by himself, as full of genius as an egg is of meat, 
and a humble and holy child of God. Have you read his” 
Neg biography of him? It is a sheer delight from first 
to last. Sa, BEE 


Yes indeed, His coming is the supreme hope. It wild 
answer so many questions, right so many wrongs, finish 
so many beginnings, heal so many wounds. 


To-morrow I go to Edinburgh to the funeral of my dear 
friend and master, Dr. Alexander Whyte. He is at Homa, 


» now, with Christ, and with all those princes of the chariot, 


he so loved and commended to multitudes. 
Con amore. “ 


I am glad you like George MacDonald’s verses. _He wa. 
a queer soul, and neither you nor I would have coincided x 
with all his views. But, surely, he had the root of tha- 
matter in him, and a kind of Society of Friends’ inwardé * 
ness and mysticism and spirituality.: I shall write out @ 
little poem of his which, I think, will appeal to you: 


Approaches 


When thou turn’st away from ill, 
Christ is this side of thy hill. 


When thou turnest toward good, 
* Christ is walking in thy wood. 


When thy heart says,- “Father, pardon!” ; 
Then ‘the Lord jis,in thy. garden. . sesje tenn 


When stern Duty wakes to’ watch} “ ri DEt We" 
Then His hand is on therdatch,. . ested 


But when Hope thy song doth rouse, 
Then the Lofd is in the hous¢e.: ~ 


When to love is all thy wit, 
Christ doth at thy table sit.’ 


When God’s, will.is thy: heart’s pole, ‘ 
Then is Christ thy very soul. 


I hope that in Philadelphia the spring time is farther 
advanced than it.is here. This is a backward season in:: 
Scotland, with frosty nights and keen, cold winds. It. is 
good that the hedrt can have its spring in spite of the 
weather outside. “It may blow East, it still is warm.” 

_ 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
ymay be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. Ae : 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have been ‘having an awful time 
in my office. I have been there a good many years, and. 
recently the manager died, and there has been a change 


‘in ‘the administration. I don’t get’ on smoothly, as I did 


under the old manager, The new man has brought in a ‘ 
Jewess, a Catholic, and such a mixture of workers, that 
the old office relation has all gone, and I wonder if your 
judgment could advise me a way out? Conditions in my 
home make it necessary that I should have steady em- 
ployment, but this situation is hard on my nerves, dispo- 
sition, and general working ability. I am living in dread 
of an issue. What. shall I do?=STENOGRAPHER. 

ORE and more, as time passes, heads of corpora- 

tions are realizing that te procure the best re- 
sults from their employees there must be a freedom 
from unpleasant surroundings. Your manager is new 
and perhaps does not realize the change in conditions 
as you do. Be patient and: helpful, and show what 
a God you have, who under all circumstances can 
carry you through. 

Be grateful that for so long a time God gave you 
such happy relations while at work. Now that a 
change has come, don’t be restless and unhappy, but 
trust the wisdom of your Father, who has permitted 
it to come to you, and count it an opportunity to prove 























‘Lesson for July 15 


Simon Peter 


what a Christian can do and be in the changed re- 
lations. 


Don’t be so fearful! That is a condition God's chil- - 


dren need never have. It will weaken the best worker 
and unfit you to perform your duties properly. 

Are you acquainted with the “Fear Nots” of the 
Bible? They are many and can be so well applied 
to your present experience. Try them. The mar- 
velous power of God is the only power that can meet 
your need and absolutely control your situation. He 
alone can take from you the dread and worry and 
change that office life into a place where you can 
radiate an. influence such as those about you have 
probably never known nor felt before. 





Dear Mother Ruth: Do you approve of 
stories, especially those inthe magazines and daily papers? 
I am very apt to read them, although I always feel ashamed 
if any one catches me doing it. What kind of reading 
should I, a girl of twenty, do?—WOULD-BE- READER. 
EAR Would-be Reader, “Tell me what you read, 
and I’ll tell you what you are,” one author has 
said, and there is much truth in it. 
Books should be your companions, and you should 
be as particular about your choice of them as though 
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they were alive! You never can tell what will lodge 
and stick in your mind, and become a pert of your 
thinking and a help in the formation of your char- 
acter. 

A love story is never objectionable, if it is a really 
pure, true, love story. If it be a story to inflame pas- 
sion, create sinful thoughts and false conceptions of 
right and wrong, you are feeding your mind on that 
which will be sure to bring you a harvest of corrup- 
tion. 

Anything you do of which you feel ashamed cannot 
be for your improvement. 

The subtlety of Satan to-day in leading young peo- 
ple to read doubtful, questionable literature is very 
marked. Do not be willing to accept anything, either 
verbally or printed, that does not reflect godliness and 
righteousness, which means all that is pure and good. 

In your religious reading accept only material that 
is of the Faith, and which scorns doubts and unbelief. 
There are many books of standard writers that will 
uplift and enrich your mind, give you knowledge, and 
be a perfect enjoyment, not only now, but in all the 
years to come; they will be your friends, and you need 
never have a lonely hour if you know good books. 


Ways of Working That Work 


Various useful plans to think over 
in summer time 


ent of our Sunday-school, a member of the 

Board of Trustees made the finest speech to me 
I have ever listened to as a Sunday-school superin- 
tendent. He said, “You will have your hands full at- 
tending to the details connected with the classes, the 
teachers, the promotions from one department to an- 
other, and the programs for the special days in the 
Sunday-school, and therefore should not be bothered 
about the finances. I can’t teach or hold any other 
office in the Sunday-school, but if you will find out 
at your next meeting of the officers and teachers how 
much money will be needed to pay for all the supplies 
for the coming year, I will see that the amount re- 
quired is raised and put into your treasury.” Then he 
went on to say that there were a number of men 
connected with the church who felt that they were 
not qualified to take any active part in the Sunday- 
school, but were perfectly willing to pay the bill, if 
the rést of us would attend to the details, and he did 
that every year as long as I was superintendent, and 
I understand that he continued the plan with my suc- 
cessor. 

Upon inquiry I learned that the official board of the 
church believed that the Sunday-school was the best 
place in which to tain the boys and girls to give to 
the larger work of the denomination, both at home and 
abroad, and therefore all of the Sunday-school collec- 
tions were apportioned toward the support of mission 
schools in various parts of the’ werld and in indus- 
trial schools in the Southern States. 

A scholarship was maintained in Lincoln University, 
and when the young man who had been educated 
for the ministery under that scholarship graduated, he 
came to our school personally to thank us and tell us 
what he was’ planning to do among his own people. 
It need not be stated that there was no lack of en- 
thusiasm for that scholarship afterward. 

When one of the native girls of India was selected 
to come to this country to finish her education in 
preparation to be a medical missionary, she came to 
our Sunday-school to tell us how much it meant to 
her to have the money we had sent each year to 
pay for her maintenance in the mission school at her 
native town, and what it would mean if the Lord 
spared her life to finish her preparation and permitted 
her to go back and work among her own people with 
the healing ministry on which her heart was set. 

As a result, that particular church always stood 
high in its giving, and it was not at all surprising 
that the members provided an unusually large endow- 
ment fund—D. T. Richman, Philadelphia. 


A Sunday Afternoon Teachers’-Meeting 


(y= of the greatest needs of-a Sunday-school is a 
teachers’-meeting, but I have noticed that with 
the multiplicity of meetings teachers generally fail 
to attend a week night class. In the school of which 
I am superintendent and Bible class teacher we hold 
the teachers’-meeting at four o’clock (immediately 
following the regular session of the school), for 
half an hour. I find several advantages in this hour. 
It saves an extra evening, and also the time required 
to go from home to church and return. I find that 
the teachers’ minds are generally active and recep- 
tive, and they are eager to get a start on the lesson for 
the following Sunday. There are, of course, business 
matters which cannot be attended to at this session, 


A‘ days after I had been elected superintend- 
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and these are reserved for a monthly business meet- 
ing, on a week night. Try it for a quarter.—F. C. 
Blair, Ottawa, Ontario, 


Getting the Class into the Prayer-Meeting 


~A TEACHER who felt deeply the need of getting 

his boys to eome to the weekly prayer-meeting 
service hit on the following plan. The first Sunday 
he asked for volunteers from the class to go with 
him to the prayer service. There was a rather feeble 
response, but he did not show his disappointment, 
and thanked those who had responded, The follow- 
ing week he asked the class if it would not be willing 
to go in a body once a month to the prayer service. 
The members agreed to this, and the following 
Wednesday was chosen as their night. 

There was a good representation present. Some- 
how it was more interesting to go to prayer-meeting 
in a body than to go individually. The prayer-meet- 
ing was a spirited one, and some boys who had never 
been there before reconstructed their preconceived 
ideas about it. 

The teacher was right m his supposition that all 
some of the boys needed was a start. The following 
week a number came of their own accord, and became 
regular attendants. Others, however, who were not 
quite converted to the prayer-meeting idea, were 
conspicuous for their absence. The latter were too 
loyal to their class and their faithful teacher to stay 
away on class prayer-meeting night. They turned 
out in full force, and learned to like prayer-meeting 
a bit better. Finally most of the boys became regular 
attendants, and the original plan of having a class 
night at prayer-meeting was discontinued. Every 
prayer-meeting was a well-represented class meeting 
as well.—Alice Crowell. Hoffman, York, Pa. 


A Country Scholars’ Department 


SOUTH AFRICA, like the American Northwest, 

is a land of large spaces. Four-fifths of its 
population live in the country districts, sparsely scat- 
tered over a vast area on isolated farms or in small 
communities, often remote from railroads and in 
many places difficult of access, 

The Christian education of children living under 
such conditions presents.a problem, to meet which 
the National Sunday School Association of South 
Africa has organized “The Country Scholars’ De- 
partment.” 

Its organization is simply this: a sympathetic 
Christian person who is prevented by infirmity or 
‘home ties from taking part in the ordinary Sunday- 
school. work is put in charge of this department of 
a school which is conducted by weekly correspon- 
dence with the scholars and reports to the school. 

When organized, the school interest and prayers of 
church and congregation are enlisted, and the names 
of likely members asked for. A letter enclosing 
membership blanks is sent to every country family, 
explaining the work... Members are divided into two 
classes: “Class I” for those too young to read, and 
“Class II” for those who can read and study. Every 
member of each family is asked to sign up; and the 
weekly envelope carries the supplies for adults and 
children. 

Members of “Class II” are supplied with the “In- 
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ternational Bible Reading Association Hints,” show- 
ing the Bible reading for each day. Bible picture 
cards and weekly lesson papers are sent for “Class I.” 

The weekly letter is sent to parents or guardians, 
telling them how to help the children with their 
lessons. 

A suitable remembrance is sent each member on 
his or her birthday, and these birthdays are an- 
nounced in the Sunday-school, often with a letter 
and their birthday offering. 

Offering boxes or envelopes are sent to the scholars, 
who are asked to contribute each week, the gifts to 
be sent in each month, to help pay for the department 
and support missions. 

The names of those enrolled are distributed 
among members of the home school, who are asked 
to write them notes of encouragement. 

Some start with a few, but soon gain numbers, 
The “South Africa Railways and Harbours Chris- 
tian Union Departments,” made up of railroad men 
and their families, has won 216. St. John’s Presby- 
terian Sunday-school department of Bloemfontain 
began its third year with 86 members, and closed 
with 112, representing 53 families. Several mission 
Sunday-schools have grown out of these family 
groups, some of which are in other states than the 
home school. = 

The Country Scholars’ Departments have proved to 
be a very effective way to keep distant families in 
touch with the home church and the home folks. In 
any new country it is invaluable. It is worth attach- 
ing to your Home Department. Try it.—John G. 
Birch, Port Elizabeth, South Africa. 


se 
How the Superintendent Kept His Files 


NE of America’s great preachers and lecturers 

was asked in his church one morning, after he 
had preached a wonderful sermon, how he was able 
to put into his discourse such helpful thought and 
unusual material, showing extensive reading and 
thinking, especially as he was so frequently on the 
lecture platform. “Well,” he said, “4 have several 
schemes for hatching sermons. The fact is, I read 
constantly on the road, and mentally plan my work. 
I nearly always know on Monday, when I leave on a 
lecture trip, what will be my themes for the next 
Sunday. I have two readers, who take the themes I 
suggest, go through my library and periodicals, and 
note and classify what I would likely want. Then 
on Saturday night, from eight to ten o'clock, I spend 
the time in my study with my two readers, going 
over their clippings, and at 10.30, after prayer, I go 
to bed, arising on the morrow with the wealth of 
the world’s literature on those themes, with ‘which I 
go into my pulpit.” 

know a superintendent who has a similar plan, 
He has selected a discriminating “Management Re- 
search Committee,” who are neither officers nor teach- 
ers; in fact, one is an invalid. But his “readers” 
have the Sunday-school at heart, and know things 
the superintendent wants when they see them. If it 
is a “special day,” “a change in grading,” “a new 
system” to be installed, improvements in the “school 
session,” “a training course” to be conducted, and 
the like, this committee gets material for him. They 
have pocket files labeled, into which they have stored 
clippings. For reference to books and bound periodi- 
cals they use slips of paper indicating the volume 
and page where the subject is treated, and these 
are put in the file index. 

Why not plan this summer, if you are a superin- 
tendent, to fix your clipping files, choose your “Re- 
search Committee,” and save the “Ways of Working” 
in The Sunday School Times and other clippings you 
will be apt to need, and put it where it will serve you 
later ?—Hugh Cork, Philadelphia. 


Taking the Baby to Kindergarten 


HEN the time draws near for the Cradle Roll 

_baby to go to the Sunday-school kindergarten, if 
possible take him as a visitor several times before he 
is enrolled. 

If he goes there with mother as a visitor, and sees 
the children singing, praying, listening to stories, and 
happy in their busy work, and is not asked to take 
part himself, he has a chance to get familiar with it, 
and then will come an eagerness to take part in it too. 

Any kindergarten teacher will tell parents that the 
hard time is the first two 8r three Sundays, when 
everything is new and strange, and the baby is con- 
fused by so many children, and so many things to 
observe. 

If, on the other hand, he is used to seeing the chil- 
dren there, and at the end of each visit mother says, 
“Some time soon mother will let you go there too 
and sing thé pretty songs, and listen to the pretty 
stories,” he is going to look forward with the eager an- 
ticipation of childhood to the happy day when he 
will take his rightful place in the circle—Emma F. 
Bush, Melrose, Mass. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 


Getting Started in Class 
Se: rocks have become rocks through a prc- 





cess of petrifaction; a long process it is, too. 

Peter, even though he stood that wonderful test 
of confession of the Christ, fell into some grievous 
failures, before, on the Day of Pentecost, he stood at 
last as the solid rock which our Lord foresaw he 
would become when he first called him to his service. 
There is a certain minister who preaches a sermon 
which he entitles “The Petrifying of Peter.” How 
best to study this remarkable life “that seems often 
to run counter to itself” is suggested in applying a 


teaching principle for the lesson, by Dr. Ellis. When, 


Christ finished with Peter He had not eradicated 
from him his individuality, but had intensified it as 
he imparted his own life (Mrs. Askew, 1). 


Our Background Material 

The name “Peter” is the Greek for the Hebrew 
“Cephas,”— a “rock,” or “stone.” “Simon,” the origi- 
nal name of this disciple, means “hearer.” He is called 
by it in Christ’s early ministry, and during the inter- 
val between Christ’s death and resurrection, as if by 
his denials he had temporarily forfeited the more 
honorable name. 

His father’s name was Jonas (Matt. 16:17; John 
1:42; 21:16); tradition gives his mother’s name as 
Johanna. Peter and Andrew and their partners had 
“hired servants” (Mark 1:20), and either Peter or 
his. wife’s mother owned a house in Capernaum (Matt. 
8:14). There is an implication in Peter’s remark 
to Christ that he and others had left all to follow 
Him (Mark 10: 28), that he had made a considerable 
sacrifice. There is thus ample reason to believe that 
Peter was in a social stratum that was by no means 
the lowest in Judea. 

Peter spoke Aramaic, half Hebrew and half Syriac, 
and the Galileans seemed to have spoken it with a 
strong and unusual accent, so that Peter betrayed him- 
self thereby at the trial of his Master (Matt. 26:73). 
Yet Peter seems to have spoken easily with Cornelius 
in Greek without an interpreter, although Clement 
of Alexandria, Irenaeus, and Tertullian say that he 
employed an interpreter for writing his epistles, the 
Greek style of which is correct. 

Peter seems to’ have taken his wife, whose name is 
said to have been “Perpetua,” with him on his mis- 
sionary itineraries, and Paul’s comment about it (1 
Cor. 9:5) is an undesigned coincidence confirming the 
Gospel account of her mother’s healing by Christ 
(Matt. 8:15). 

Mark’s accounts of incidents which seem possible 
only to an eye-witness, and his use of Peter’s name 
on occasions when there is no need for, show that 
Peter had much to do with the writing .of that Gospel. 

Peter was never as prominently associated with 
Rome as Paul, but may have been crucified there, as 
tradition says. In The Sunday School Times of May 
19, 1923, in an article entitled “Where Are Paul and 
Peter Buried?” Dr. Kyle shows that the traditionary 
belief that both Paul and Peter were buried under the 
Vatican is true. 


The Lesson Itself 


Peter is one of the Bible characters whose history 
is given very fully, and, of course it could not 
covered in a thirty-minute lesson period; nevertheless 
the seven great outstanding events should be given to 
the class as outlined by Dr. Thomas. 

A Christian may be tempted to feel that merely do- 
ing personal work in the quiet, obscure corner where 
his life may be pent in, is not very important, but it 
was the personal work of an ordinary man, Andrew, 
which gave to the church the very extraordinary ‘serv- 
ice of Simon Peter (Dr. Thomas, I, 1; compare Mrs. 
Homera Hodgson). 

As the Christian trusts js Lord, his service will be 
enlarged, as was the case with Peter (Dr. Thomas, 1, 
2). Peter’s great confession as to the Deity of Christ, 
in which he was plainly speaking for the whole col- 
lege of apostles, was a test, and it resulted in wonder- 
ful blessing to the spokesman of the Twelve (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 3). It was no easy confession to make, 
= it was revealed to him by the Spirit (Matt. 16: 
7). . 
This was a creedal test, a test that is being put be- 
fore many to-day in all the denominatiens, and which 
many, even in the pulpit and the theological schools, 








LESSON 3. JULY 15. SIMON PETER 
John I : 35-42; Matthew 4 : 18-22; 14: 28-31; 17: 1-13; Luke 5: 1-10; 22 : 31-34, 54-62; John I8 : 10, I1; 20: 1-10; 
21 : 1-23; Acts 2: 1-5, 42; 8: 14-25; 9: 32 to 12: 19; 15: 7-11; Galatians 2; I-11 

Golden Text.—Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee.—John 21: 17 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Matthew 16 : 13-18, 21-23; John 21 : 15-17 


Matthew 16:13 Now when Jesus came into the parts of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Who do 
men say ' that the Son of man is? 14 And they said, Some 
say John the Baptist; some, Elijah; and others Jeremiah, 
or one of the 15 He saith unto them, But who 
say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Pe*er answered and 
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art 
thou, Simen Bar-Jonah: for flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but my Father who is in heaven. 
18 And I also say unto: thee, that thou art * Peter, and 
upon this *rock I will build my church; and the gates 
of Hades shall not prevail against it. 


21 From that time began ‘Jesus to show unto his 
disciples, that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer 
many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and the third day be raised up. 22 And Peter 
took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, °Be it far 
from thee, Lord: this shall never be unto thee. 23 But 
he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, 
Satan: thou art a stumbling-block unto me: for thou 
mindest not the things of God, but the things of men. 

John 21:15 So when they had broken their fast, Jesus 
saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of ° John, 7 lovest thou 
me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou 
knowest I * love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 
16 He saith to him again a second time, Simon, son of 
* John, 7 lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; 
thou knowest that I *love thee. He saith unto him, Tend 
my sheep. 17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, 
son of * John, 7 lovest thou me? Peter was grieved be- 
cause he said unto him the third time, * Lovest thou me? 
And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou 
— that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my 
sheep. . 

1Many ancient authorities read that I the Son of 
man am. See Mk. 8. 27; Lk. 9. 18. *%Gr. Petros. ®Gr. 
petra. ‘Some ancient authorities read Jesus Christ. 
®Or, God, have mercy on thee *Gr. Joanes. See ch. 

1. 42, margin. 7® Love in these places represents two 

different Greek words. ® Or, perceivest 
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are failing to stand in a way that can be pleasing to 
God. ~We hear it said that life is the important thing, 
not creed or doctrine, but Christianity only produces 
real life, the life which ig Christ (Col. 3:4), as the 
result of doctrine, or teaching based upon fact — the 
fact that a man rose from the dead after three days 
who had been crucified on a cross outside the city 
of Jerusalem, and that this man was a carpenter of 
Nazareth, born of a virgin, according to Old Testa- 
ment prophecy. No one may havé blessing and serv- 
ice, genuine, approved of God, like Peter’s who to-day 
cannot repeat Peter’s confession. 

Peter did sink when Jesus had bidden him to walk 
the waves, but he need not have done so. Christ. re- 
buked him for that failure. It was because he took 
his eyes off his Lord and fixed them upon the boister- 
ous waves. Yet Christ in using the words “I am” (“it 
is I”); “be not afraid” (Matt. 14:27) had asserted 
that he was Jehovah himself, who had said to Moses, 
“I am that I am,” able to deliver: and keep a whole 
nation that would trust him, not to speak of just. one 
man. Are our eyes turned to difficult and threatening 
circumstances or are they resting upon an all suffi- 
cient Saviour? 

It must have been startling to Peter to hear upon 
the Mount of Transfiguration as the subject of the 
conversation the very theme which had shocked him 
when announced previously to him by his Master (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 4). 

Peter’s most tragic failures were in the Garden of 
Gethsemane and on the eve of the crucifixion (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 5), and the secret of the failures is given 
by Dr. Thomas (III, 8). 

Just what surrender of self-confidence and self-as- 
sertion mean in a human life is splendidly illustrated 
in Peter (Mrs. Askew, 5). “Scilf-expression is your 
first right—demand it of life,” is a very popular 
philosophical teaching. to-day, but it was just -that 
thing which Christ had to-petrify out of Peter before 
he could get him to the place where-he could fully use 
him (Mrs. Askew, 6). 

As Jack Scott was a “come-back” who. turned the 








tide of victory for the Giants in the World’s Series, 
in a temporal way, so Peter was a spiritual come-back 
who is an example for all of us (Mr. Smith, in “Say, 
Fellows —”; see also Mrs. Askew, 3, 4). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


It_is significant that our Lord’s supreme, final test 
of Simon Peter, three times repeated, even as Peter 
had three times denied his Lord, was “Lovest thou 
me?” (Dr. Thomas, I, 6.) We prate a great deal 
nowadays about service, but there can be no real serv- 
ice for Christ that does not grow out of a real heart 
love for him. Are we feeding his sheep and his lambs? 
If not, should we not put ourselves in Peter’s place, 
and let our Lord give us that same three-question ex- 
amination ? 

Teaching Points R 

“Behold, the Lamb of God” (John 1:36) were the 
words which made the first Christian, Andrew, who 
led his brother to Christ. And it has been so ever 
since — it is the atoning Christ who saves. Both had 
been looking for the Messiah—‘“we have found” 
(compare Family Worship for Tuesday). 

It was just as easy for Christ to make possible the 
miraculous draught of fishes (Luke 5:9) during his 
incarnation, as to say when he created the world, “Let 
the waters bring forth abundantly” (Gen. 1: 20).. This 
miracle overwhelmed Peter with a sense of his sin, 
but in saying “Depart from me,” he forgot that that 
was the very reason he should ask Christ not to de- 
part! (compare Family Worship for Thursday.) 

No teacher should try to teach this lesson without 
having read through Peter’s epistles, the first chapter 
of the first of which gives the key to Peter’s real 
strength (Mr. Smith’s closing paragraph). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


What are some of Peter’s failures and successes? 
(Dr. Thomas, I, 8.) 


Why was Peter chosen as the leader of the apostles ? 


When did Peter’ tise the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven? 


Peter was usually over-quick in the use of his 
tongue, but there were times when he was silent. 
Why? (Mrs. Askew, 2.) 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE Principe or Unity.—Each lesson should 
be presented as a unity or as an integral part of 
a larger unity. 





oe life of Peter seems to present a difficulty in 
the application of the above principle which is not 
sO prominent in the consideration of the ordinary life. 
It is in the fact that it presents such sharp contrasts, 
and so many of them, that we are almost tempted to 
believe that we must find the unity of this life in its 
contrasts. It is not difficult ‘to find lives that contrast, 
but here is a life that seems often to run counter to 
itself. Have your class point out as many of these 
opposed experiences and characteristics as possible. 
The outstanding one is of course in his great confes- 
sion followed so shortly by his fall into the place of 
the adversary. What could be stronger on the one 
hand than the Saviour’s commendation, or on the other 
than his rebuke of this same disciple? His threefold 
denial Countered by his threefold confession, his bold- 
ness in attempting to walk on the water and his faith- 
Jess fear, his boldness in the garden and his cringing 
fear in the palace— all this and more will justify the 
contrast idea. 

Shall we then find nothing: to unify our subject but 
his inconsistency? May we account for this surface 
inconsistency by some characteristic more fundamental ? 
Is it his oft-noted impulsiveness? Certainly this ac- 
counts for much, but is it not possible that his devo- 
tion to the Lord outmastered even that? His sad lapse 
after the great confession was due to a mistaken love 
of the Lord; so was his refusal at first to permit the 
Master to wash his feet. One look from his Lord sent 
him weeping into the night, and even after the denial 
he dared to appeal to the Lord himself to confirm the 
fact of his love. -And who can deny that the gentle- 
ness of the Christ had conquered to the uttermost 
when Peter the bold exhorts, “Be courteous”? 


Huwntinopon, Pa. 


Lesson fer July 15 
Simon Peter 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. Ww. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





i. The Lesson’s Main Message , 
_ The Conversion (John 1: 40-42). Simon Peter was 

led to Christ through the influence of his brother An- 
drew. It is an instance of an ordinary man being the 
means in God’s hands of bringing to Christ one who 


proved to be an outstanding personage and a great 
leader. From the moment Simon came to Christ he 
was claimed by the Master and assured that his char- 
acter should be transformed as suggested by the new 
name, Peter, “a stone.” (1) 

The Work (Luke 5:1-11; 6:14). From disciple- 
ship Simon was to special service for. Christ (5: 
11) and this in turn later to his appointment as one 
of the Twelve (5:14). Conversion to Christ should 
always carry with it consecration to his service. (2) 

The Test (Matt. 16: 13-23). Our Lord found it 
necessary to test his disciples and find out the effect 
of their fellowship for a year. It was essential to 
discover the impression he was making on them by his 
words, works, and personal character. Like an ex- 
amination at the close of a term at school or college, 
the Twelve disciples were tested by being asked what 
they thought of their Master. Simon Peter was the 
spokesman as he made his splendid confession, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (16: 16). 
Our Lord at once pronounced a blessing on him, be- 
cause such a testimony was only possible through a 
personal experience of a Divine revelation (v. 17). 
Then followed the assurance that he should be the 
leader of the apostolic band and have the privilege of 
opening the door to those who were to enter the King- 
dom. This, as we know, was fulfilled on the Day of 
Pentecost when Peter opened the gate to three thou- 
sand ‘Jews, and in Acts 10 when he did similarly to 
Cornelius the Gentile. But with a striking and sud- 
den change, when Christ revealed for the first time 
that he was about to suffer death (16:21), Peter was 
astonished and, indeed we may say, shocked, and re- 
buked our Lord. But Christ. rebuked him in turn, and 
thus the man who had been pronounced blessed is 
actually called “Satan” (v. 23), so characteristic was 
this remarkable change in the impulsive disciple. (3) 

The Revelation, (Matt. 17: 1-13). But eight days 
after another special lesson was given to Peter, and 
on. the. Mount of Transfiguration he must have been 
surprised to hear as the subject of conversation the 
‘very theme which had shocked him, his Master’s death 
(Luke 9:31). The glory of that Mount made a deep 
and lasting impression on Peter, who says that it was 
>. ee of Christ’s majesty (2 Peter 1: 16-18). 


The Failure (Mark 14: 32-34, 66-74). After. sev-. 
sfiguratio: 


¢ral incidents following the Tran m which re- 
vealed various aspects of Peter’s character, its weak- 
ness and its strength, came the sad experiences of 
Gethsemane and the Denial, when his faith failed for 
a time because he could not understand how one who 
had done such marvelous works should allow himself 
to be taken prisoner and brought to trial. (5) 

The Restoration (Mark 16:7; John 21: 15-17). The 
days between the death and the resurrection of Christ 
must have been days of profound sorrow and deep 
darkness for “the impulsive apostle, and it is therefore 
particularly touching to notice the words “and Peter” 
in the story of the resurrection. He who had thrice 
denied his. Lord was thrice-tested by the question, 
“Lovest thou me?” and was then reinstated in the posi- 
tion of privilege from whence he had fallen. (6) 

The Power (Acts 2:-1-4). It is impossible to touch 
upon the details of the marvelous changes seen in 
Peter as the result of the fulness of the Holy Spirit. 
But perhaps beyond everything else his courage stands 
out in marked contrast to his weakness and failure im 
the .denial of Christ. The story of Peter in Acts is 
thrifling in interest and inspiring in its message, show- 
ing what the grace of can do even for the weak- 
est (Acts 2:22; 3:6; 4:13; 5:9, 20). (7) 

Devotional Reading : 1 Peter 2:1-10. (1) Prog- 
ress (vs. 1-3); calls, reasons, and conditions. (2) 
Privilege (vs. 4-6); relation to Christ, service for 
Christ, certainty in Christ. (3) Purpose (vs. 7-10); 
five contrasts. 

Books.—All the commentaries on the Gospels and 
Acts deal with the incidents of Peter’s life. There 
are also the following books: “Peter the Apostle,” by 
W. M. Taylor (out of print); “Simon Peter, His 
Life and Times,” by C. S. Robinson (out of print) ; 


“Peter: Fisherman, Disciple, Apostle,” by F. B. Meyer - 


Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50, net) ; “The 

postle Peter,” by Griffith Thomas (Presbyterian 
Book Store, Chicago, $1.50, net). 
Hl. Reference Material 

First Peter; Second Peter. 

1.1 Peter. (1) The Purpose: 


5:12. (2) The 
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Plan: 1:1 to 2:10 privileges, 2:11 to 4:11 duties, 
4:12 to 5: 14 trials. 

2. 2 Peter. (1) The Purpose: reminder, 1:12; 3: 
1, 2, 8, 17; exhortation, 1:5, 10; 3:14; warning, 2: 1. 
(2) The Plan: Divine gifts and human response, 1: 
1-11; Divine prophecy and human travesty, 1:12 to 
2:22; Divine words and human mockery, 3: 1-18. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: Peter’s Failures and 
Successes. (1) Five notable failures: at Caesarea- 
Philippi (see above); at the Transfiguration (see 
above); on the lake (Matt. 14: 28-31); Gethsemane 
and the Denial (see above); at Antioch (Gal. 2: 11- 
14). (2) Five splendid successes: these are all con- 
nected with his fine leadership on and after the day of 
ce Acts 2:37; 4:8; 5:20; 11:17, 18; 15:7). 


2. Young People and Adults: Peter’s Weakness and 
Strength. (1) His weakness all along seems to have 
been due to self-confidence based on thoughtlessness 
and the impulsiveness of his nature. Illustrations of 
this can be seen in almost every incident recorded of 
him. (2) His strength is seen in the remarkable 
contrast after Pentecost from what he was before. 
In particular, there are three elements that constitute 
his strength, humility, trust, and courage. In his hu- 
mility he distrusted self, he had confidence in God, and 
in his courage he was dominated by a conviction of 
God's truth. All this came by the Holy Spirit. (9) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The Golden Text is specially characteristic of Peter, 
both in regard to his failures and also to his strength. 

1. The Conviction —“Thou knowest all things, thou 
knowest that I love thee.” The apostle in response to 
our Lord’s question, “Lovest thou me?” asked three 
times, bursts out at length with this appeal to Christ. 
Rather than merely assert his love he calls Christ to 
witness that his love is genuine. When we can thus 
put ourselves in the Lord’s hands and realize that he 
knows us thoroughly, it is a supreme satisfaction. 


2. The Confession—“TI love thee.” The one test 
that Christ applied was love, and this is the answer. 
(1) Love is the proof of life, because love comes from 
God and means likeness to God (1 John 3:14, 16). 
(2). Love also shows loyalty to God in service to those 
for whom Christ died. There is no better way of 
proving that we love God than by earnest effort on be- 
half of those around us (1 John 3:18; 4:19, 20, 21). 
V. Leading Questions 

What-is the meaning of Christ’s promise to Peter 
in John 1:42? Da 

On-what octasions in the Gospel was Peter specially 
favored? Why was this? 

What are the chief points of contrast between the 
Peter of the Gospels and the Peter of the Acts? 

Show from First and Second Peter some of the 
elements of the Apostle’s character. 

What was the fundamental explanation of Peter’s 
life? (Matt. 16:16; Acts 2: 4.) 

PHILADELPHIA. 








Lesson Calendar 


1. July 1—John the Baptist. (May be used with Temper- 
ance Applications.) Matthew 3:1-17; 11: 2-15; Mark 
6: 14-29; Luke 1 : 5-8; John 1 : 6-37. (A Survey of the 
Life of John the Baptist.) 

2. July 8—Mary, the Mother of Jesus ...Matthew 1: 18 to 
2:12; 12:46-50; Luke 1 : 26-56; 2: 1-52; John 2: 1-11; 
19 : 25-27. (A Survey of the Life of Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus.) 

3. July 15.—Simon Peter ....John 1 : 35-42; Matthew 4: 18- 
22; 14: 28-31; 17:1-13; Luke 5: 1-10; 22: 31-34, 54-62; 
John 18:10, 11; 20: 1-10; 21: 1-23; Acts 2: 1-5, 42; 8: 
14-25; 9:32 to 12 419; 15:7-11; Galatians 2:1-11. (A 
Survey of Simon Peter’s Life.) 

4. July 22—John the Apostle ...Mark 1 : 16-20; 3°: 17; Luke 
9 : 49-56; John 13 : 21-25; 19 : 26, 27; 21 : 20-23; Acts 4: 
13-20; Revelation 1:9. (A Survey of the Life of John 
the Apostle.) ‘ 

s. July 29.—Matthew the Publican 

Matthew 9: 9-13; Luke 5 : 27-32 

6. August 5—Mary Magdalene 
Luke 8: 1-3; Matthew 27:55, 56; John 19: 25; 20: 1-18 

y. August 12.—Martha and Mary 
Luke 10: 38-42; John 1:1 to 12:8; Mark 14: 3-0 

8. August 19.—Stephen the Martyr .Acts 6:1 to 8% 3; 22:20 

9. August 26—Barnabas the Great-Hearted 
36, 37; 9 : 26-30; 11 : 19-30; 12:25; 13:1 to 15 : 12, 35-41; 
Galatians 2: 13 

10. September 2—Paul the Apostle ...... Acts 7:54 to 8:3; 

9 21-31; It : 25-30; 13 to 28; Philippians 3 : 4-14 

11. September 9.—John Mark ...Acts 12: 12, 25 to 13 : 133,15: 
36-40; Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11; 1 Peter 5: 
13 ; 

12. September 16.—Luke, the Beloved Physician. Luke 1 : 1-4; 
Acts 1: 1-5; 16 : 9-18; Colossians 4 : 14; 2 Timothy 4: 11 

13. September 23.—Timothy, a Good Minister of Christ Jesus 
Acts 16:1-3; Philippians 2: 19-22; 2 Timothy 1 : 1-6; 
3:14 15 

14. September 30.—Review: 

Great Men and Women of the New Testament 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Hodgson 


[PETER steps on the platform as the first trophy of 
missions. Andrew went a-fishing and caught one 
who became in turn a mighty fisherman. Peter went 
a-fishing and caught in one haul — on the day of Pen- 
tecost — over three thousand fishes. We never know 
what mighty saint may blossom from the tiny seed of 
the Gospel that we plant in a heathen heart by our 
word, gift, or prayer. So let us not be weary as we 
in the homelands strive to serve in the cause of God, 
for if we cannot go ourselves we may. like Andrew, 
disappear behind the mighty personality of a great 
missionary. (We have almost forgotten the name of 
the dear old man of God in Scotland who wanted to 
resign from his church because he had only led one 
to Christ in a year, and that one was a boy; but we 
all remember and praise God for that boy who became 
the great misgionary, Robert Moffatt.) 

Simon Peter was a trophy, as has been said, of 
missions —-the kind of missions that begin at home. 
We may not be able to win three thousand in one day, 
but we can surely win one! At least we can make that 
our aim. 


NraGara Fatts, Can. 
w 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H, Ridgway 


“We, Us and Company.”—Simon Peter answered 
(Matt. 16:16). We are studying this Quarter “New 
Testament Worthies.” In this text we have the thumb- 
nail portrait of one of the worthiest worthies, 
“Simon Peter answered.” Peter was always the an- 
swering one. We never find Peter bashful and retir- 
ing. When Peter has anything on his mind he blurts 
it right out. He is always in evidence. He.is just as 
instant with his mouth at the beginning of his asso- 
ciation as with his sword at the close. Peter is one 
on those honest, blunt, impulsive, out-and-out, forget- 
and-swear, very-human-and-imperfect, but solid rock 
kind of fellows every red-blooded man loves. And 
Jesus loved Peter, too! Peter is just like lots of us. 
How many times have you and I “made the break” 
and gone out and wept bitterly? Jesus took us back, 
too, and we are feeding sheep and lambs this very day! 
(John 21: 15-17.) The world is full of Peters. Go 
into the Primary Department and ask a question. Then 
watch the little Simon Peters jump up at you quick 
as lightning and answer you right. off the bat whether 
they know or not. These are the chaps that will give 
you most trouble out in “the big room” later on. Not 
because they are “bad,” but because they are “alive.” 
And still later on these are they who will run the Sun- 
day-school and church. Because it is upon this sort 
“I will build my church” (Matt. 16: 18). 


The Rebukers.—CGet thee behind me, Satan: thon 
art a stumblingblock unto me (v. 23). Peter meant 
well. But he did not know. That is the trouble with 
the rest of us men, of the Petrine taste (savour), We 
are continually rushing in where angels fear to tread. 
The pulpit has been robbed of many a great preacher 
because Dad “rebuked” the budding idea. Or mother 
threw cold water upon the suggestion. To a hurt 
later in life. When men first proposed to carry the 
Gospel across the seas the “rebuxers” arose, They 
used the same slap-stick they do now. “Heathen at 
home.” Old Mr. Satan has no use for missionaries 
and schools and hospitals and redeemed souls. Did I 
ever tell you of my night in Greenfield, Mass? As my 
custom is, when I am caught in a strange town upon 
a Wednesday night, I dropped into the prayer- 
meeting of the first church I came to. The min- 
ister was away, and the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 
Society was having its meeting. The exercises were 
as usual.: After a while an old fellow got up and “re- 
buked” the women in a way that was “scandalous.” 
couldn’t stand that. I had just gone from Philadel- 
phia to New York with Robert E. Speer and then 
picked up John R. Mott on the train up the Hudson. 
Speer is the Foreign Missionary Secretary of the Pres-. 
byterian Church, and Mott (at that time) was head 
of the foreign work of the ¥Y. M. C. A. So I was 
“up” on Foreign Missions, “up” on my indignation, 
and “up” on my feet. What I told old Mr. Rebuker 
was a plenty. When the meeting was over the wo- 
men ran to me, and I thought they were going to em- 
brace me. “Who are you?” they cried. “God must 
have sent you.” The man who had been spoiling their 
meetings for years “beat it.” And this is slang or 
not, as you please. 


The Failures.—Peter was grieved because he said 
unto him the third time, Lavest thou me? -(John 21: 
17). The impulsive man is always the most sensitive 
man. His nerves are always tight strung and ready 
for the touch of the player. The maid out by the fire 
touched them three times, and it was not a doxology 
she got from the instrument (Mark 14: 66-72). The 
“music” that night was a tune from the fishing banks 
Satanic to the echo. It was there Peter got some of 
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his “sifting,” and the chaff was washed 
away in his tears. Another hand now 
touches the strings. It is a gentle, laving 
hand. For three times that hand sweeps 
across the very soul of the man with 
“Lovest thou me?” “Lovest thou me?” 
“LovestT THOU ME?” And Peter was 
again grieved as he mistook love for 
doubt, jumping to conclusions, as do all 
quick-on-the-trigger natures, man and 
woman. No wonder red-blooded men 
everywhere love this water-walking fail- 
ure, this out-by-the-fire failure, this 
Mount of Transfiguration failure, this 
dissembling failure, this poor-old-forever- 
breaking-down human contrapshun, that 
is so much like the most of us. And 
which became one of the greatest suc- 
cesses that ever rolled along life’s: high- 
way. Jesus told Peter what his glorious 
finish would be. Not in some automobile¢ 
boneyard all worn out, but a winner 
“hands down.” Tradition tells us that 
Peter at his request was crucified with 
his feet at the top, reversely to his Mas- 
ter. More men have come into heaven 
over the Petrine highway than any other 
since Jesus said, “Follow me.” But for 
this record of Peter many of us, yea, 
most of us, would never have come up out 
of the ditch into which Satan had stum- 
bled us. 


CoATESVILLF, Pa. 
we 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the . 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 


date of the lesson. mth 
Preference will be irene to trations on 
portion text indicated in 
het ares fas’ oltor the word “Print 
Illus on other verses 
gome on the ‘ ‘ext are also Cf 
The Practical Topic.—Tend my sheep 
(John 21:16). An old farmer who was 
attending a church convention chuckled 
to himself as he read over the subjects 
on the program. “See here, parson,” he 
said to his pastor, “you've had papers and 
discussions all day on how to get people 
to attend your meetings. I’ve never heard 
a single address at a farmers’ convention, 
on how to get the cattle to come up to 
the rack. We put all our time on the 
best kinds of feed. I sort of have a no- 
tion that if you put more time on dis- 
cussing what to put in the rack, you 
wouldn’t have to spend all that time dis- 
cussing how to get your folks to attend.” 
—From the Moody Bible Institute 
Monthly. Sent by Mrs. A. R. Strathie, 
Port Townsend, Wash. 


“Altogether Lovely.”—Thow art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God (Matt. 
16:16). There is an old fable that when 
a certain princess was unable to choose 
between a sapphire, blue as the sea in 
summer, an emerald, green as the forest 
in spring, and a ruby, which glowed like 
the ‘heart of a fire, the fairies melted all 

_three in the furnace of the sun, so that 
they. became one perfect jewel, an opal, 
in which sometimes you saw the forest 
green, sometimes the blue of the sea, and 
sometimes the red glow of the fire, but 
always in perfectly blended beauty. And 
so every kind of perfection is in Jesus: 
what in other lives seem opposite types 
of virtue and grace make together per- 
fect harmony in him.—From “Joining the 
Church,” by the Rev. H. J. Watts. Sent 
by the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, 
Eng. 

The “Impossible” Life.—Blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar-Jonah (v.17). Inthe old 
Egyptian hieroglyphits, the symbol for 
the impossible is two feet upon several 
curved lines; it means, walking on the 
water. Now that, I take it, is the heraldic 
crest of Peter’s life and work. He was 
taught to do the impossible,—he trod 
upon the waters, and sank at first. And 
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walked together on the stormy waves 
back to the boat. And he did it, in effect, 
all the rest of his life. And naturalists 
have named a sea-bird after him, petrel, 
the feathered St. Peter, that is undaunted 
by the storm.—From the Rev. Harrington 
C. Lees. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Streatham Hill, London, Eng., and the 
Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


“Love Never Faileth.”—And the Lord 
ta and looked upon Peter (Luke 22: 
I). c 
“I thought His love would weaken 
As more and more He knew me, 
But it burneth like a beacon 
And its light and heat go through me.” 
—Author unknown. Sent by J. B. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


His Offer.—Lord, thou knowest all 
things: thou knowest that I love thee 
(Golden Text). When Frank Higgins, 
the lumberjack “Sky-pilot,” was taken 
sick and plans were made to take him 
to the city hospital the big fellows he 
had led to Christ held a consultation and 
decided to send one of their number along 
with him to be of any service possible, 
for they loved the man who af mes 
them to love the Lord. The man chosen 
was a big, oversized fellow, decidedly 
out of place in the hospital, as he stood 
around in the corridors waiting to be of 
some use to Frank. When the time for 
the operation arrived he asked the priv- 
ilege of speaking with the man he loved 
before the operation was performed, and 
this is what he said: “Frank, you know 
we love you and want to help you; now 
while the doctors are operating I will be 
at your door; and Frank, if the doctors 
find that they need a quart of blood or 
a piece of bone or skin, they can call on 
me. Frank, you can have every drop 
of blood or every bone in this body; now 
don’t forget, I will be at the door.” Have 
we said as much as that to Him who 
saved us from hell by the death on the 
cross? —From the Friend of Russia. Sent 
by Jennie Brandt, Detroit, Mich. Prize 
illustration. . 


“How to Live the Victorious Life,” by 
an Unknown Christian, is a very pre- 
cious new book with a glorious message 
that rings true. It may be had from 
The Swnday School Times Company, 
Philadelphia, at 75 cents, postpaid. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“The Lord’s our Rock, in Him we hide.’ 

“The Son of God goes forth to war.” 

“Nearer, My God, to Thee.” 

“Break Thou the Bread of Life.” 

“The Church’s one foundation.” 

“Crown Him with many crowns.” 

“Ye servants of God.” 

“For all the saints who from their labors 
rest.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“Whosoever Calleth” (70 : 1-3). 


Psalm 32: 1-8; Romans 10: 13, |. 


“Hear My Prayer” (118: 1-3). Psalm 51 : 1-13. 
“Delight Thee in the Lord” (83:2, 3). 
Psalm 37 : 34-40. 
“It is Good to Sing Thy Praises” (184 : 1-3). 
Psalm 92: 1-5. 
“Waiting for the Lord” (262 : 1-3). 
Psalm 130 : 1-8. 
“His Strength Is Mine” (32 : 1-5). 
Psalm 18: 1-3, 48-50. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for thy patient love. As thou 
didst constrain Simon Peter to learn the 
deep lessohs of faith and faithfulness, so 
thou art seeking to hold us true and to keep 
us undiscouraged even by our own failures. 
Forgive our wanderings from thee. Forgive 
our wrongful] impulsiveness. May we be 
faithful, and yield glad obedience to thee, 
not seeking our own way, but thine alone. 
In thy dear name, Amen. ‘ 


After the Lesson.—What do you like 
about Simon Peter? His impulsiveness? 
His love for Christ? And do some of 
us like him because he was so very hu- 
man? Sometimes we like folks who are 
very human, as we call it, because, after 
all, we find consolation in discovering in 
others the same weaknesses that we have. 
But is that best? Did the Lord Jesus 
approve Peter’s weaknesses? . Never! 
Instead of excusing our weaknesses by 
Peter’s, why not ask the Lord to give us 
such courage and loyalty: as would be 
pleasing to him,— such as Peter showed 
so plainly when he went out to preach 
the Gospel of the crucified and rigen 
Lord? Under the questioning of the Lord 
could you answer even as clearly as Peter 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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then Jesus took him by the hand, and they 
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did, that you love him? And how are 
we showing our love for. him? . Let us 
ask him to forgive us for not showing 
it as we should, and to guide us into 
what he would wish us to do for him, 





Let us pray. 
OVE FOR 


PETERS Lovacry to CHRIST 


LIKE MINE ? 











Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The Peter Jesus knew, on earth. 


2. The Peter who knew Christ, after 
his resurrection. 











‘often to execute plans, 





S$] DON’T want to be a Christian ~— 
yet. I don’t want to be sober and 
queer — and different, now. I want to 
be just myself while I am so young — 
but after a while I want to be a Chris- 
tian and sing hymns and go to church 
and read the Bible, like my grandmother.” 
Have you ever been so answered, when 
you talked with a fun-loving girl about 
accepting Christ as her Saviour? 

But does not such an ‘answer contain 
a germ of the deep-down feeling in the 
heart of very many young people — the 
feeling that in becoming a Christian one 
must lose all the old natural self, that 
“the new creature in Christ Jesus” must 
be a foreigner to the “creature” that 
now is? Often such a feeling causes 
much of the reluctance girls feel in let- 
ting themselves listen to the call of 
Christ. Perhaps we can help our girls with 
this lesson by showing them how Jesus 
used the old, natural Peter in making the 
new, supernatural Peter — how he did for 
Peter what he always does, intensifies the 
individuality of each soul that truly loves 
him even while he imparts his own new 
life and so makes all life new. (1) 


1. We can choose only ai few 
key-passages for our purpose to-day, 


beginning with his first appearance 
on the pages of our Bible, John 1: 
35-42. his is one time that first ap- 





pearance was not “true to life,” for this 
and one other occasion are the only ones 
in which Peter has nothing to say! 

This first time he ever came face to 
face with Jesus, brought there by his 
quiet brother, Andrew, he said never a 
word in reply to the startling promite- 
prophecy that the shifting sand of his 
character should become a rock! No- 
body was more surprised at that than 
Peter himself, probably — unless it was 
Andrew! But this ever-ready tongue 
could be silent again, after he whom it 
so often ran away with knew, believed 
in, and loved Jesus as Christ. For we 
read not one word from Peter’s lips, con- 
cerning the resurrected Christ—whom he 
had seen, mind you—not even on that 
first evening in that upper room where 
excitement ran high and tongues were 
contradictory, and Peter might have de- 
clared, “I have seen him —he is alive!” 
(Luke 24: 33-35). 

The Peter whom Jesus first knew 
was quick to see and think as well 
as speak. Witness his observing first 
the miraculous fashion of the grave- 
cloths in the tomb, though Mary Mag- 
dalene, the group of women, and John had 
all seen them before Peter got there 
(John 20: 1-8, with Mark 16:1-8). It 
was he whose conviction was so sure that 
he answered first, in reply to that climax 
question of our Lord’s, “Who say ye that 
I am?” (Matt. 16:13-20.) He acted 
quickly, too, so that Jesus chose him 
rebuking him 
sometimes for his haste. Note John 18: 
1-11, for example. (2) 

2. Even the most casual reading of the 
Acts will reveal these same three traits in 
the Peter who had by then really learned 
to know Christ—the Peter who was 
ever the same yet never the same after 
that quiet hour, at sunrise, by the sea- 





























Lesson for July 15 
Simon Peter 


side, with his risen Lord (John a1: 15- 
19). He is still the spokesman and 
leader in thought and action, only after 
Pentecost it is never selfish speech or 
action, it is Spirit-guided thought. (3) 

As ready to as ever, but not of 
Peter now —it is of his Lord he boasts. 
As ready to act as ever, but not now 
in Peter’s strength—all is in the Name 
of Jesus. Christ of Nazareth. As pas- 
sionately as ever, but never now 
needing to be warned that Satan will 
be “sifting him as wheat” to test the 
real faith in that devotion. (Compare 
Matthew 14: 22-32 with Acts 3: 6-16, and 
Luke 22: 31-34 with Acts 9: 32-43). (4) 

Every chapter in Acts, through the 
twelfth (where Peter’s story stops), will 
reveal to your tgirls the very same ol 
Peter, made new in Christ Jesus. 
Not one of his many lovable traits is 
lost, only the sin and weakness in them 
all is gone (Luke 22: 54-62), so that their 
full strength and charm stands clear 

Acts 4:8, 12, 13, 18, 19), and we see the 

eter God meant him.to be, come into 
his own through surrender of that self 
to Jesus Christ. (5) 

This is not the doctrine being taught 
to our girls elsewhere —in their fiction 
reading, poems of the day, the movies, 
and the theaters, even in the direct teach- 
ing of parents and teachers. All these 
voices are crying to the eager young 
heart, “Self-expression is your first right 
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—demand it of life. Throw aside all that 
hinders you —live full life — what 
you can do it is right for you to do,” 
And fearing the loss of what she calls 
“life,” she is listening. Help her to-day 
to hear the call of that Christ who called 
“Simon” and made him “Peter.” (6) 


Home Study 
Do you not now want to read Peter’s 
letters, especiaHy the first? 
Decatur, Ga, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


d [¥TRODUCTION—Among the few 


permanent pictures in the Primary 
room, should be Jesus, the Good Shep- 
herd, who thought of the children as the 
lambs of his flock. Before Jesus left 
this world he chose one of his disciples, 
to whom he said, Feed my lambs. That 
disciple was Peter, about whom our story 
tells to-day. 


Lesson Story.—Peter was a strong, 
brave fisherman, who lived by the Sea 
of Galilee, where many good fish were 
caught for food or to sell. Peter hdd a 
brother, Andrew, also two.cousins, James 
and John, who were fishermen. They 
owned boats and nets together, so were 
partyers in the business, Sometimes we 
say: 

“Peter and Andrew, James and John, 

Fishermen of Capernaum, 

Two pairs of brothers, who lived by the 
sea, 

Jesus said unto them, Follow me.” 


We know that these fishermen went to 
see and hear the cousin of Jesus, John 
the Baptist, who preached out of doors, 
near the Jordan river. 

One day as two of them talked to John 
the Baptist a stranger approached. John 
said, Jesus, the Lamb of God, has come; 
he will be greater than I. The two fish- 
ermen were anxious to see and hear Jesus, 
so they followed him ‘to find out whete 
he went. - When Jesus ‘noticed: them, ‘he 
turned and said, What do you seek? They 
asked, Where do you live? Jesus said, 
Come and see. 

Andrew was one of these two. As soon 
as possible ‘he found and brought’ ‘his 
brothér, Peter, to meet Jesus. 
came friends at once. Some time later, 
when the four fishermen. were busy once 
more with their fishing by: the Sea’ ‘of 
Galilee, Jesus drew near and said to them, 
Follow me, I will make you to become 
fishers of men. They became friends 
and followers of Jesus as long as he lived 
and taught on earth. 

‘Peter had two names, Simon Peter, by 
which Jesus sometimes spoke to him. 
Peter becamé one of the closest friends 
of. Jesus, and was with him many times 
when only three of the twelve disciples 
were there. 

At last the time came when the life 
of Jesus was to end on earth. Peter 
grieved very much when Jesus died, but 
on the first Easter morning the women 


-hurried to tell. Peter and the other dis- 


ciples that Jesus had risen from the dead. 
It seemed too good to be true. Peter and 
John ran to the tomb to find that it was 
true. Before long Peter saw Jesus and 
heard him speak; then He disappeared. 

Again the disciples went home to take 
up their fishing business. Early one 
morning they felt greatly discouraged be- 
cause seven of them had worked all night 
and caught nothing. As daylight was 
breaking some of them noticed a man on 
the shore, but did not know him. As. the 
boats drew near, the man asked, Have 
you anything to eat? They answered, 
No. Then he said, If you cast your net 
on the right side of the ship you shall 
find some fish. 

They tried, and their net was so full 


“that they feared that it would break. 


Then John said to Peter, It is the Lord. 
Peter was so anxious to meet Jesus that 
he jumped into the water to wade to the 
shore. The others dragged the heavy net 
full of fishes. They waited for Simon 
Peter to help them to draw the net onto 
the land, then they counted one hundred 
and fifty-three nice, big fishes. 

Just then they heard the voice of Jesus 


saying, Come and break your fast —(have 
some breakfast). They noticed a 
little fire on the shore, where a fish was 
broiling. Bread was there also. Jesus 
had said, Bring some of the fish which 
you caught. The breakfast made them 
feel better after their long, chilly night 
of work. When they had finished eating, 
Jesus said to Simon Peter, Do you love 
me? Peter answered, Yes, Lord, you 
know that I do. Jesus said unto him. 
Feed my lambs. A second time Jesus 
asked, Simon, do you love me? Peter 
answered; Yes, Lord, you know that I 
love you. Jesus said, Tend my sheep. 

Once again Jesus asked, Simon, do you 
love me? Peter felt grieved because 
Jesus had asked the same question three 
times, but he answered, Lord, -you know 
all things, wou know that I love you. 
Jesus said, Feed my sheep. 

The Book of Acts tells many things 
that Peter did. Let us remember Peter 
as the helper of. Jesus. 


Peoria, Ix. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A “Come-back.” 
Discussion: What are some of the 

ways in which we fail our Lord in his 
need? What in our program must be 
the severest: loss and cause greatest dis- 
appointment, to Christ? How big a plan 
has Christ for our lives? What is in 
our program that restricts the working 
out of the plan? What is the remedy? 
Is there need for you to come back? 
Can you?. Will you? 
Objective: Out of self—into Christ. 











They ‘be-' 





SAY. fellows, the biggest victories have 
been won out of defeat. It is when 
the. last man in the bunch suddenly gets 
new steam and forges to the front that 
the onlookers rise en ‘masse. and send up 
a mighty shout. There’s something about 
4 ‘real ‘“Coméback,”’ after being appar- 
ently down and out, that makes’ your 
blood tingle. 

Do you remember how the Giants won 
in last fall’s Wotld Series? A young 
fellow named Jack Scott did it. He 
pitched the most remarkable game of 
the series; and yet Jack Scott was a 
“come-back,” young as he was. From a 
North Carolina back lot, he had worked 
his way up to the major league, but one 
day he had the misfortune to break his 
pitching arm while cranking an automo- 
bile. 

They say a pitcher never fully: re- 
covers his skill after breaking his arm, 
no matter how well it knits back again, 
so Scott tobogganed — first from the Cin- 
cinnati Reds, then from the Boston 
Braves, then down and out. His arm 
was “dead.” Anything less than an un- 
conquerable spirit would have quit the 
game, but as McGraw and his men were 
passing through a town on the western 
circuit, Jack Scott had the nerve to ap- 
ply to him for a try-out with the Giants, 
and McGraw admiring the pluck of, the 
boy, told shim to go back to the Polo 
grounds and report there for practise. 

Well, to make a long story short, Jack 
Scott was put in at the pinch in the 
World’s Series, and with a superb per- 
formance turned the tide of victory for 
the Giants. 

Now, fellows, if a come-back like that 
excites your admiration, what must be a 
spiritual come-back like Simon Peter’s? 
A baseball career is only for a part of a 
lifetime; a spiritual life is for Eternity! 
Of all the great characters of the Bible, 
—the merely human characters, — per- 
haps Peter has more than any other been 
a source of encouragement and new found 
strength to poor, weak, sinning flesh, like 
you and me. Peter acted shamefully. He 
deserted his best Friend when that Friend 
was in dire straits. All had gone against 
his Friend, and Peter turned yellow and 
denied him, too. 

But that was the bottom for Peter. 
Thenceforth his course was upward. And 
right in here.is.the big lesson from Peter. 
He wept bitterly when he realized he had 
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* denied the Lord Jesus, his friend. And 
it was out of his repentance that there 
came a new purpose which lived * and 
gained the victory. 

You've got to be sorry, fellows — in- 
tensely sorry — for failure before you can 
really start upward again. We do wrong 
and “get by” with it. Having “got 
by,” we are not sorry, and in that omis- 
sion is laid the trap for a yet greater 
fall.. Have we laid the foundation for a 
real come-back in a real repentance? 

One other thing about coming back. It 
takes patience. When a fellow becomes 
fired with new purpose, he wants to 
bound right back up to normal at once, 
and he is apt to be discouraged if he 
cannot get going at top speed quickly; 
but the precess of rebuilding must be slow 
and sure. Peter had to keep still 
ninety days, until Pentecost — then the 
Lord turned his tomgue loose in a 
mighty sermon that shook the founda- 
tions of the world and in one day resulted 
in the conversion of three thousand souls, 
Oh, it was a glorious come-back ! 

And when Peter got back, it was to 
stand upon a new and better foun- 
dation. Formerly he .had counted upon 
his own inteepid spirit and his own de- 
termination, but these failed him. Now 
he depends absolutely upon Christ. Read 
the first chapter of his First Epistle; that 
gives you the key to Peter’s real strength. 

And, fellows, that’s you, if you want it, 

Greenssoro, N. C, 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is pub< 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United Stati; and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
+ separate addresses or in: 2 

‘package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
go cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 

to one address, $2 each per year. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and.address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 

for the change to be made. . 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
61 Walect Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





Note.—The International Christian En- 
deavor Convention will meet July 4-9, in 
Des Moines, lowa. Every Christian En- 
deavor Society is asked to register its 
President and Pastor, who will, even if 
not able to attend the convention, re- 
ceive buHetins mailed each day giving - 
plans for the new year. The registration 
fee is two-dollars. Thousands of Endeav- 
orers ought to plan to attend the con- 
vention. Full information may be re- 
ceived by addressing E. P. Gates, Gen- 
eral Secretary, 41 Mt. Vernon Street, Bos- 

ton 9, Mass. 





July 22, What in Present-Day Social Life 
Would Christ Approve? What Disap- 


prove? 1 Cor. 10: 23, 24, 31-33; 11:1. 
July 29. Industrial Missions at Home and 
Abroad. 2 Thess. 3 : 6-13. 
August 5. Lessons from the Psalms. 8 A 


Nature Psalm. Psa. 104: 1-35. (Outdoor 
consecration meeting.) 

August 12, What Can Be Done Toward Abol- 
ishing Poverty? Luke 16 319-30. 


Sunday, July 15 


The Inner and the Outer 
(2 Cor. 4: 16-18; 1 Sam.16 : 6-13) 





Mon.—The great contrast (Rom. 8: 8-14). 
Tues.—The outer (1 Cor. 9: 27). 
“Wed.—The outer temple (1 Cor. 6: 19, 20). 
Thurs.—The dweller within (2 Cor. 5: 
, 1-9). 
Fri—The inner man (Eph. 3: 16-21). 
Sat.—The outward misleading (John 7: 
14°24). 











Why is the inner man more important thau 
the outer? 
How can we develop the inner man? 


How can we make the inner man beauti- 
ful? 


E ALL know that it is possible to 

live a so-called “double” life. We 
can seem to be one sort of person on the 
surface, while in our thoughts and heart 
we are something else. Some people 
think that they can be one sort of per- 
son and seem another sort all their lives, 
and thus fool their fellow-men. 


Once in a great while some one is 
strong enough to live with a mask over 
his real meanness and self-fulness, and 
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out God, but that they are satisfied with 
worse than second-best, with no knowl- 
edge or realization of what they are 
missing. As F. W. H. Myers puts the 
words into the mouth of the great apos- 
tle as he preaches: 
“Only like souls I see the folk thereunder, 
Bound who should conquer, slaves who 
should be kings; 
Hearing their one hope with an empty 
wonder, 
Sadly contented with a show of things.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Children at Home 








seem to continue successfully to the end. 
Usually it is the other way,— those who | 
try to hide an ugly interior with a fair 
exterior are caught at it by their fellow-| 
men, and are never again trusted. But| 
those who seem to “get away with it”| 
in the blindness of men, fool themselves, 
for they sreckon without the all-seeing | 
eye of God, who. searches every human 
heart. 
bee ms 


But why is the inner so much more 
important than the outer? Because the 
inner self is the real you, the body is) 
the house in which you live. Some day | 
the body will decay, awaiting the resur- 
rection, but the inner you will still live, 
and will be a perfect exhibition of ex-| 
actly what you are. All the outward) 
trappings of life are what they are be- 
cause of the form in which they exist, 
and when the form is gone, all is gone. 
But the inner you, your very self, is in- 
destructible. What you make of your 
inner self, that you are. 

we 

The inner affects the outer,—in ac- 
tions and in indelible impress upon the 
features. Despite all precautions, the 
inner self may be seen in the face. That 
inner .self, as we are all aware, though 
it is an unpleasant fact, is hateful and 
proud and selfish and sensual. That in- 
ner self can never be “cleaned up” by 
any action of our own —it can only be 
made what it ought to be by the regen- 
eration, the new birth from God above. 
Only when God plants his new and*real 
spiritual life in us shall we be what we 
ought to be,—and shall we ever know 
what sheer happiness. is. 


$i 
The trouble with most people is not 





that they are consciously unkappy with- 





New Testament 
Arithmetic Problems 


Suggested by Keith L. Brooks 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles 





The Purpose of the Problems 


To give you practice in locating Scripture. 
e.. fix in your mind some important Bible num- 
rs. 








To refresh your memory on some familiar Bible 
stories. 


To lead you to some helpful facts about the 
Bible. 


To try you out in addition, subtraction, multi- 
plication, and division. 


Problem 7 


‘Tae the number of days that two 
witnesses will prophesy during the 
Tribulation period (Rev. 11:3) and di- 
vide it by the number of years a certain 
woman had an infirmity (Matt. 9:20) 
and add to it the number of days that 
Jesus spent in the heart of the earth 
prior to his resurrection (Matt. 12: 40). 
Divide this by the number of lepers who 
forgot to thank Jesus for curing®them 
(Luke 17:17), and you will have the 
number of the chapter in the book of 
Romans which is called “the Consecra- 
tion Chapter.” 
Which chapter is it? 


we 
A Rainy Holiday 
By Julia M. Colton 


T WAS the Fourth of July, and the 

rain was pouring down steadily! The 
trees enjoyed it, for they had been very 
thirsty, and now every leaf might have 
as much water as it wanted to drink, and 
a good bath besides. 

But hign up in the elm-tree, there was 
a small house where the rain was not 
so welcome! For the house had no roof, 
because it was the kind called a nest, and 
nests have oniy one round room with a 
soft floor, and a side wall, but no ceil- 
ing. 

In -this nest in the elm-tree lived a 
family of chipping-sparrows, a father, 
and a mother, and five little baby birds 
who had never before felt the rain. When 
the first dreps fell, their mother told 
them to open their moutns wide, so that 
they could each get a drink of fresh 
water, but as they had the bad habit of 
keeping their mouths open most of the 
time, both the mother and father felt 
anxious. when the big drops continued 
to drip, drip, down the tiny throats. 

Father-bird was wet to the skin, for 


mhe had been all around the tree looking 


for food, and some of the leaves he had 
jostled had emptied the water they held 
right down over his head, soaking the 
chestnut cap he wore, and all his feathers, 
so that the black stripes on his back 
shone as if they had been painted. He 
was sitting on a branch of the tree, near 
enough to look into the nest, where the 
mother-bird was trying her best to keep 
her babies warm under her own wet 
feathers. It was so dark that the birds 
would have thought bedtime had come, if | 
they had not been so hungry, and Father- | 
bird knew that it was many hours since | 
he had brought them any food. So he | 
leaned over the edge of the nest, and told | 
his little mate that he was going out to 
get her supper. 
“Chip-chip-chip-chip-chip,” said 


——_ —— 


mother-bird quickly; - “chip-chip-chip- 
chip!” This meant, “Oh, don’t go now! 
It’s as dark as night! and not a ray of 
light in the sky! I’m afraid you would 
never find the way back! Think of the 
cats-down there, they are always around 
at night, and it is darker now than it is 
at our bedtime; chip-chip-chip- !” 

But when Father-sparrow looked at his 
babies, and saw five little mouths wide 
open, he felt sure that he must find some- 
thing for them-to eat, right away; so 
with a cheerful, “Chip-chip,” which 
meant, “I’ll soon be home,” he flew away 
through the rain. | 

Now it happened that in a large house 
near the tree, there lived three children 
who had planned to celebrate the Fourth 
of July with some very interesting thmgs 
which they were allowed to have only on 
this one day of the year. They were a 
very doleful little trio when they found 
it se wet out of doors that torpedoes 
would not bang! for of course they must 
not be fired in the house, and without the 
noise they made what was the use of a 
Fourth of July? 

They stood by a large window, their 
noses pressed against the glass, and six 
round eyes trying in vain to find a spot 
of* blue sky. Presently the father-spar- 





! 


' row flew quite close to the window,—then 


| all eaten a good supper. 


the! phia, at 25 cents, postpaid. 


closer still, for he had sometimes found 
crumbs on that window-sill, and to-day 
it was so important to find food for his 
babies that he was very brave indeed. He 
saw the children in the window, but he 
only cocked his little wet head, and dis- 
covering no eatables, flew swiftly away. 

“Let’s put some crumbs on the window- 
sill, aud see if he will come back,” said 
Edith. 

“All right,” said Fen. “Charlie, you ask 
Marguerite to give us some pieces of 
bread.” 7 

Soon the window ledge was well cov- 
ered with crumbs so large and white 
that the bright eyes of the little bird 
spied them afar off, and he came flying 
down to inquire what.those things might 
be. It did not take him long to dis- 
cover that they were good-to eat, and 
very quickly one wet lump after another 
was carried through the rain to the hun- 
gry mouths in the treetop, until the five 
baby birds and their little mother had 
Then once 
more Father-bird flew down to the win- 
dow, and now he was so brave that he 
even dared to hop along ‘the sill, eating 
up the small crumbs that were left there, 
before he flew home, —a very happy lit- 
tle bird, to put his head under his wing, 
and dream about the good people who had 
been kind to him. 

When it was time for the children’s 
supper, they had much to tell about 
their little visitor. 

“How wet he was,” said Charlie. 

“I’m glad I live in a house with a roof, 
even if I can’t have wings,” said Fen. 

“I'd rather have clothes than feathers,” 
said Edith. 

“I'd rather have a father and mother 
who can talk, even if they can’t sing,” 
said Charlie. 

“There’s always something to be glad 
about,” added thoughtful Fen, “and 
mother says if it is pleasant to-morrow 
we may fire our torpedoes then. Anyway, 
Chippy-sparrow had a good Fourth of 
Juiy supper, so I’m glad it rained!” 

Brooxtyn, N. Y. 
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Bible Conference at Norristown 


HE Bible Conference Tent of Nor- 
i ristown, Pa., will hold its second sea- 
son from July 1 to 29 with the following | 
speakers: Dr. R. A. Torrey, Dr. John} 
McNeil, the Rev. W. Leon Tucker, and 
the Rev. J. W. Ham. For further infor- 
mation write the Rev. Will H. Houghton, 
Norristown, Pa. 


“Is the Higher Criticism~- Scholarly?” 
a new pamphlet by Dr. Robert Dick 
Wilson, of Princeton Seminary, may be 
obtained from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
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With the New Books 











Evolution and the Supernatural (By 
the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D.). 
—This booklet of over forty pages is 
packed full of discussion upon the re- 
lation of Evolution to Christian thought. 
Dr. Thomas has stated quite adequately 
why thinking evangelical Christians can- 
not accept the Evolutionary hypothesis 
now being so prevalently and aggressively 
propagated. He shows beyond doubt the 
effect which an acceptance of this hypoth- 
esis must necessarily have upon Christian 
faith in relation to such crucial issues 
as those relating to Christ, to sin, to re- 
demption, and others. At the end of the 
booklet is a list of seven searching and 
apposite - questions which ought to be 
faced and answered by any who feel in- 
clined to abandon the Christian faith for 
an unproved hypothesis. (The Sunday 
School Times Co., Philadelphia, 25 cts.) 


A Year in John’s Gospel (By Annie 
Richardson Kennedy ).—A rich devotional 
study of the Gospel of John will find a 
ready acceptance at the present time when 
individuals and whole Sunday-schools are 
spending~some months -in the intensive 
study of this particular book. Every 
verse is included in the brief studies, one 
for each day in the year, sometimes sev- 
eral verses grouped together under the 
topic for the day, sometimes one verse 
providing the topics and study for sev- 
eral days. The comment is in the form 
of a meditation, followed by a_ brief 
prayer, and from each page there gleams 
some illuminating ray of light on the per- 
son and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Helpful as it is as a definite study, it 
will appeal to many as a book of daily 
devotions to follow year after year. The 
volume is well and attractively bound 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $2.) 


Problems of the Christian College 
Student (By J. A. Morris Kimber, 
M.A.).—The companion booklet “Pagan- 
ism in our Universities,” which may be 
had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, Philadelphia, at 25 cents, has 
laid bare to many the conditions which a 
young Christian may expect to find im 
most of our seats of higher learning to- 
day. Mr. Kimber has here written a 
strong and practical little book dealing 
with the way in which these problems may 
be met, so as to secure for the student the 
best possible education, and at the same 
time to conserve his faith in the truth 
as it is in Christ. There is no theory 
or abstraction about this book; every 
page contains useful and helpful iffor- 
mation and advice, evidently gleaned 
through years of experience. College 
graduates who read it will wish that it 
could have been available in their day 
with its message of counsel and warning. 
It is not too much to say that almost 
every Christian college student in Amer- 
ica, and those who are considering a col- 
lege or university course, would be grate- 
ful for the sane and strong helpfulness 
of this booklet. (The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 25 cts.) 


Able to the. Uttermost (By Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon).—For thirty-eight 
years, until his‘death in 1892, Mr. Spur- 
geon exerted an influence from his pulpit 
to which there is no parallel in the his- 
tory of the church. In 1855 there began 
to be issued from the press a weekly 
Sermon of his, and these continued to be 
printed until long after his death. Their 
discontinuance was not due to any ex- 
haustion of material but chiefly to the 
plunging of ‘the world into war. Mr. 
Spurgeon usually preached three or four 
times a week, and this book contains 
twenty sermons which have nevér before 
been published. The one entitled “In the 
Place of God’s Choosing,” is preached 
from the text, “As a bird that wan- 
dereth from her nest, so is a man 
that wandereth from his place” (Prov. 


27:8). Job’s experience is drawn upon 
for the sermon, “Satan with the 
Sons of God.” A few of the 


others are “The Sorrow that Leads to 
Repentance”; “The Day of Atonement 





























Lessen for July 15 
Simon Peter 
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Do your folks 


Like Bran 


Not if it’s clear bran, probably. 
That’s why folks who need it rarely 
eat it regularly. 


Pettijohn’s was made for them. 
Flaked from special wheat—the most 
flavory wheat that grows. So delicious 
that many thousands count this their 
favorite morning dainty. 


Vet each flake hides bran flakes. 
Thus people get whole wheat and 
bran—two major food essentials. And 
they get them in this highly tempting 


form. Let your folks try it. 


| Pettijohns 


Rolled Wheat—25% Bran 
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and the Feast of Tabernacles”; “Playing 
the Fool,” and “The Glory of the Grace 
of God.” These utterances are just as full 
of fire and power as any of those in the 
older’ Spurgeon volumes. (Marshall 
Brothers, Limited, London, 5s, net.) 


Living Religions of the East (By Syd- 
ney. Cave, D.D.).—For those who do not 
have months and years to spend upon the 
study of Oriental religions, this work 

rovides a very concise and lucid primer. 
tt gives a satisfying account of Hindu- 
ism, Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, the re- 
ligions of China and Japan, and Islam. 
It seeks -to interpret these religions with 
sympathy, dealing with them “as spiritual 
forces still operative in the world to-day.” 
One is inclined to feel that there may be 
too great a sympathy on the part of the 
author, as for instance when referring 
to Gotama, the Buddha, he says: “Just 
as after his call to his Messianic work, 
Jesus spent thirty days in the wilder- 
ness that he might there face the prob- 
lems of his mission,‘so the Buddha spent 
four weeks in fasting and meditation 
near the tree under which he had received 
enlightenment.” But analytically the 
work is excellent. (Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, New York, $1.75.) 


What Is the Kingdom of God? (By 
R. C. Reed, D.D., LL.D).—The author 
is professor of Ecclesiastical History and 
Church Polity in the Theological Sem- 
inary of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, Columbia, S. C., and ex-Mod- 
erator of the Southern Presbyterian Gen- 
eral Assembly. This _is a course of 
eight lectures before the Christian 
Workers’ Training School of the Synod 
of Mississippi at Bellhaven College, June, 
1921. There are two schools of inter- 
pretation in eschatology (last things), — 
post-millennial and pre-millennial, Pro- 
fessor Reed is well qualified to. repre- 
sent the first, and in. his. lectures he places 
Dr, C. I. Scofield. at, the head of the 
other. 3 

On page 9 Professor, Reed says: “Let 
us look then at the answer which Dr. 
Scofield gives to the question: What is 
the Kingdom of God?” Then follow 
seven paragraphs quoted from the Sco- 
field. Reference Bible, page 977, under 
Zechariah 12. But they do not answer 
the question, “What is the Kingdom of 
God?” at all! Dr. Scofield gives them 
expressly as “The exposition of the Da- 
vidic Covenant by the prophets.” 

On page 37 it is said: “Dr. Scofield 
never offers any proof of the statements 
in his footnotes. He is just as positive 
and unqualified in his statements as the 
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inspired writers even when he contradicts 

them flatly.” My objection to these two 

sentences is that they are precisely con- 

trary to fact, for there are in the seven 

aba footnotes quoted exactly fifty 
ripture proof-references ! 

‘On page 63 it is said: “The phrase, 
‘Kingdom of heaven,’ occurs forty-five 
times in the Gospel of Matthew, and the 
corresponding phrase, ‘Kingdom of God,’ 
with like — in the Gospel of 
Mark and Luke.” I have counted in 
my Englishman’s Greek Concordance 
several times, forwards and backwards # 
make sure, and have never been able to 
find more than thirty-three of these ref- 
erences in Matthew; in Mark and Luke 
there are forty-nine. 

On page 63 Dr. Reed takes “the two 
phrases”—Kingdom of heaven and King- 
dom of God — “as meaning identically the 
same thing,” and on page 105, as often 
elsewhere he “identified Church. and 
Kingdom.” Here is where Dr. Reed falls 
down flat. The reviewer has made a pro- 
longed and special study of this subject, 
and while he finds the three phrases — 
Kingdom of God, Kingdom of heaven, 
and the Church — do cover in large meas- 
ure the same spaces of meaning, he is 
nevertheless certain that each has a con- 
cept which differentiates and distinguishes 
it from the others, and are therefore not 
identical in signification. Identical things 
can be substituted for each other. ‘Luke 
19:12, “Went into a far country to re- 
ceive a church and to return”? 2 Tim- 
othy 4:1, “Judge the quick and the dead 
at his appearing and church”? Hardly. 
Besides, Dr. Reed seems to have no con- 
ception whatever of a distinction between 
a king’s rule and the realm in which he 
exercises his rule, between dominion and 
domain, —a distinction that is absolutely 
necessary to be observed in order to save 
from much confusion of thought and in- 
accurate expression. 

The foregoing reprehensibilities are 
only a few of many of the same sort. 

These lectures are masterly in their 
way. Dr. Reed is certainly an able, eru- 
dite, strong man; but has here produced 
a signal display of heavy malpractise in 
exegesis, a large amount of spiritualizing, 
misty, evacuating misinterpretation. (Pres- 
byterian Publication Committee, Rich- 
mond, Va., paper, 50 cts.; cloth, 75 cts., 
postpaid. ) 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Chicago’s Slogan 


a ef: Open Air Meeting EVERY 
J WEEK for EVERY CHURCH.” 
This is the slogan which was adopted 
during the spring by the Chicago Church 
Federation and the Business Men’s. Gos- 
pel Teams of the Central Department 
Y. M.C. A. The Federation includes in 
its membership over 
churches. An average of one meeting 
every week by these churches means over 
700 open air meetings weekly in this 
great city of néarly 3,000,000 people. How 
many churches throughout the world are 
included in The Sunday School Times con- 
stituency? Probably not less than 25,000. 
Would that every one of these churches 
would adopt some similar slogan for the 
remaining eight weeks or so suitable for 
open air evangelism! Think of the im- 
mense possibilities! Twenty-five thou- 
sand meetings with (let us suppose) an 
average audience of only 50; this would 
give an aggregate attendance in ten 
weeks of 10,000,000, thousands of these 
being non-church-goers. Let “Christ and 
him crucified” be the one great theme, 
and hundreds of communities will be in 
revival flame before the summer is over. 
Will you go to God concerning this thing, 
and then go to your pastor? Jf you pre- 
vail with God FIRST, you will SURELY 
(Continued on the next page) 
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HOW TO LIVE FOREVER « 





If You Want to Increase 











Live, and Leave an Influence That Will 
Go on After You Are Gone, 


{Gy Investigatethe Annuity Plan of the Moody Bible Institute 


Your Income While You 








Our Annuity Contracts offer gilt-edge security. 
Your income is fixed and certain through life. 














You administer your own estate, and there are no pro- 
bate fees, inheritance taxes, or will contests, 














Rates from 4 to II per cent are paid, according to 
Why not convert your 


your age. 


CASH INTO CHARACTER? 


into the training of young men and women for Christian service ? 


all through eternity. 











In this way you can draw dividends of joy and satisfaction 
Is not this what God means when he 
says, ‘“‘ Lay up for yourself treasures in Heaven ?” 


FOR RATES AND PARTICULARS ADDRESS : 


fl THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUT 


Dept. 2,N.—153 INSTITUTE PLACE, CHICAGO, ILL. 
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Don’t Miss Getting a Copy! 


NOW READY 





Prayers of 








|| John Wanamaker 


A LARGE number of Mr. Wanamaker’s prayers are brought natin, prayers that 
reveal a singularly childlike faith and simplicity of thaught—which indicate how 
humbly and devoutly the great merchant walked and talked with God. $1.25 


At All Bookstores FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Cricago, 17 N. Wabash Ave. 


With an introduction 
By A. G. MacLennan, D.D. 
Bethany Presbyterian Church 


158 Fifth Avenue, New York 

















ON YOUR VACATION 


TAKE ALONG A 


For Relaxation 
DRAGON’S END 


By Josarniva Horg WEsTeRve_t 


Author of “The Lure of the Leopard Skin,” 
(Just published.) Interesting missionary story for 
young people Gaphating staring times in the interior 
of China, and giving the call to missions. $1.25 


FATHER AND SON 


By Purr E. Howarp 


Preparing for Fatherhood ; The First Few Years ; 
Whed He Joins “The Bunch’; His Book Shelf; 
Taking Him Into Your (:onfidence; Are You His 
Chum? What Guests Shall He Know? His Re- 
ligion ; The Girl Problexa ; His Life Work; Break- 
ing Home Ties. A book that will help every 
father to be a better father. $1 


SIMPLES FROM THE MASTER’S GARDEN 


By Anniz TrymButt SLosson 








A series of short character sketches, picturing peo- 





le in humble walks of life who silently teach great | 
sons. Illustrated gift-book style. $1.50 | 


There’s always a time when you say, “I wish I had a good book to read.” 
Think before you go,'and 


BOOK OR TWO 
For Study 


REIGNING IN LIFE 


By J. East Harrison 


Heart-to-heart talks with Christians on God’s pro- 
vision for victory over sin during this present life, 
A book for hnngering hearts. $1.50 


GRACE 


By Lewis Sperry CHaFer 


In this careful study, Grace is shown to be the very 
heart of Christianity. The fundamental! distinctions 
between Law and Grace are shown, with practical 
applications to every-day life, including a complete 
analysis of the Sabbath question. great value 
to every Christian, and especially important for soul- 
winners. A complete answer to every form of Mod- 
ernism, Legalism, and Seventh-Dayism, $1.50 


IS THE BIBLE THE WORD OF GOD? 
By the Rev. W. Granam Scrocaie. 


A comprehensive and convincing argument for 
the plenary inspiration of the Bible from externul 
and internal evidence. $1 





have time to enjoy it. 





A good book is most enjoyable when you 


Vacation’s the time! 
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THE HOLY LAND 


A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY to visit 
the centers of Religion, History and Culture 
"on the Shores of the Mediterranean. 


Palestine Gree 
aati Egypt ce Italy Spain 


The Cruise of the S.S. “Doric,” newest of the 
of the White Soo Fleet ¢ 


Sailing February 16, 1924. 
A splendid, standard trip at the lowest rates 
ever offered. Eight weeks. $485 and up. 


CLERGYMEN will find this cruise instruc- 
tive, revivifying and full of inspiration. With 

effort they may make the trip without 
cost to themeaives. Full details furnished 
on request. 


Gates Tours 
een 503, 228 Fifth ee On vats Cy 




















Songs Rich in 
Christian Experience 





> TABERNACLE NO, 2°°—Favorite 
Chere! Songs for all Church and Sunday 
00! ses. —351 songs. 
Stro inthe fandementals of te Faith. 
Art Bu » $50.00 uD ; Ma- 
nila, $30.00 per hun a 
“T. ACLE CHOIR” — Hymns tor choir 
use exclusively every number tested in 
large ssined choirs. Music adapted to 17 
choir or inners. 1 ; 
selections. Beactitlly pound fs ‘art 
uckram, ices ies, $7. 
per dozen, $60.00 oI coheed. lena 
Returnable c of either book to song 
committees or choir leaders on request. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 
Room 1200. 29 Se. La Selle St., Chicago, Mil, 


Te Stony Brook School 


FOR BOYS 
A pfteparatory school where all instruction 
has a foundation of Christian faith and princi- 
ples; where the study of the Bible has a com- 
manding place in the curriculum; where the 
chief aim is to develop Christian character in 
conjunction with sound academic training. 
repares for colleges, technical schools, or 
business, University-trained faculty maintain- 
ing the highest academic standard. Outdoor 
sports loading swimming, footbal],basketball, 
tennis, track. Allathletics carefully supervised. 
Only twenty new students can be admitted 
for 198434. Applications for entrance, there- 
fore, will be considered in the order in which 
they are received. For catalog, address 
JOHN F. CARSON, D.D., LL.D,, President, or 
FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, A. M.; Principal. 
Box K, Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 























Montrose Bible Conference 
DR. R. A. TORREY, Director. 
JULY 27th to AUGUST Sth 


Sixteen of the World’s greatest Bible teachers 
and preachers. 


" Torrey Lodge, Old Homestead Inn, Conference Camp, 
Comfofttable Cottages. Rates reasonable. 
For particulars address 


R. M. HONEYMAN, Ex. Sec., MONTROSE, PA. 


e a . 
Individual Communion Cups 
onvenient, Noisel: and Sanitary 
List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th St, ROCHESTER, N, Y. 


BRONZE ABLES 


Designs and-Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards, Collection Piates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, ‘rune. sch. 


KeepY ourSkin-Pores 
Active and Healthy 
With Cuticura Soa 


Reonsmiaute Lomoratorine Dope Vi Malasn Mone. 









































FREE HEARTSEASE SERIES, 4. TRACTS 
—<«The Devil’s Boomerang’ —““The Armour 





of God,” etc. By Evangelist and Mrs. H. D. Kan- 
Nevy, Box 1033, bn Rapids, Mich. 





For Family Worship 
(Continued from the preceding page) 
PREVAIL WITH YOUR PASTOR! 

(See Prayer Suggestions below.) 


July 9 to 15 
Mon.—Matthew 16: 13-18. Peter’s Confession. 
“Son of man” (v. 13), “Son of Ged” 
(v. 16); truly man, truly God; the for- 
mer indicating his racial name and re- 
lationship, the latter his celestial name 
and relationship. (See Scofield Reference 
Bible, Matthew 8:20, note.) “I am the 
Son of man,” said Christ; “Thou art the 
Son of God,” said Peter. First, revela- 
tion; then confession; the divine order. 
Praver Succestions: Re-read the in- 
troduction above, AND PRAY! Don’t 
stop praying when “family worship” is 
over. eep praying all day. Think of 
your unevangelized community! And of 
your own personal responsibility! And 
or Gop! It will not be too hard « prob- 
lem for God, if you will let him solve 
it THROUGH you! 
Tues.—John 1 : 35-42. 
Peter Brought to Jesus. 
Have you a little circle of friends some 
r of whom is unacquainted with 
Jesus? Have you ever spoken to that 
circle, or to that unacquainted one, as 
John spoke? (v. 36.) ave you your- 
self been brought to Jesus, and then failed 
to “first find” your “own brother,” or 
loyed one? Think; pray; attempt it! 
Prayer Succestions: Love begins at 
home. But where at home? In Peter's 
heart? No, in Andrew's! In your 
heart! And then you are prepared to 
invite your own to Christ — the husband, 
or wife; the son, or daughter; the brother, 
or sister. Oh, for a hundred thousand 
Sunday School Times families united in 
the Lord! Pray! 
Wed.—Matthew 4: 18-22. 
Peter a Fisher of Men. 
“Peter and John were already disciples 
(John 1: 35-42) ; this is a call to service,” 
says Scofield. Jesus had “many disciples” 
(John 6:66) who doubtless had been 
“called,” but he had only a few “chosen” 
to special service. Perhaps the former 


were professors rather than possessors. | 


True discipleship involves service. (See 
John 14:15; 13: 35.) 
Prayer Succestions: Love begins at 


‘home, but the love of Christ never stops 
there. If your love has stopped at tts } was worth—to hire 


beginning place, is it His love? Are not 


others as precious to him as are yours? | he pleased. 


Pray about this. Pray for your com- | 


munity, your church, all men everywhere.|  ‘‘ How did anybody 


Thurs.—Luke 5:1-11, A Lesson in Fishing. 


The farther we “launch out into the 
deep” and tlereby see God’s power, the | 
more we feel our own utter unworthiness, | 
as Peter did (v. 8); and it is then that | 
Jesus is able to say: “Fear not, from | 
henceforth thou shalt catch men.” How | 
gladly then we'll do as the disciples did! | 
(v. 11.) ; : 

Prayer Succestions: “Launch out” 
into a deeper prayer life, a closer walk 
with God, a soul-evangelizing personal 
ministry, a world-wide reach of iterces- 
sion. To-day’s reading of these lines is, 
under God, going to change hundreds of 
lives— your own among the number? 
Pray! 

Fri—Luke 22: 54-62. Peter’s Fall. 

To deny Christ through cowardice is 
bad enough, but to deny or reject him 
through unbelief is infinitely worse; for, 
as Don O. Shelton has well said, unbe- 
lief is “the killing sin.” And _yet,*cow- 
ardice! It robbed Peter of three onpor- 
tdnities in one hour to witness for Christ! 
Is it the robber in your life? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for lives 
(yours and mine) shorn of all cowardice, 
and for a Church likewise shorn. 

“Must I be carried to the skies 

On flowery beds of ease, 

While others fought to win the prize 

And sailed through bloody seas?” 
Sat.—John 21: 15-22. Peter’s Restoration. 


Would it have been like Christ to wait 
all this time to pardon and restore his 
sinning but thoroughly penitent disciple? 
Had no word of forgiveness been spoken, 
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Peter’s fall, but certainly when he “ap- 
peared to Simon” (Luke 24: 34), or when 
he spoke peace to his disciples (John 20: 
19)? (Compare Luke 15: 20.) 

PRAYER Succestions: Pray, not in 
condemnation of others, but with a heart 
as tender as the heaert of Christ, tender 
not toward sin but toward sinners. Pray 
for erring and backslidden Christians as 
well as for the unsaved. “Be filled with 
the Spirit,” else your praying will not be 
“in love.” 

Sun.—1 Peter 2: 1-10. ‘ 
7 Jesus the Corner Stone. 
Some one has said that “love is the 


This is the story of E. A. 
Sweet, of Michigan—as he told 
it te us—the story of a a man 
whose income suddenly jumped 
to more than a thousand dollars 
a month. It is worth reading, 
for it tells exactly how any one 
can take up the same plan that 
brought Mr. Sweet his success. 


for a salary. was an electri- 

cal engineer, making from $150 
to $300 a month. Like almost every 
| other man who works for a salary, I 
was dissatisfied, for I felt every day 
that if Iwereonly work- 
ing for myself instead. 
of for some one else, 
I would make more 
money. It wasn’t only 
that, either. I just 
didn’t like the idea of 
having some one to 
, boss me—some one else 
to tell me how much 


6 Fe a good mony years I worked 








me or fire me, just as 


know what I was worth? 
How did I know? I 


worried me. I wanted 
to know. Maybe I was 
worth five; ten, or even 
twenty times as much 
as I had been getting. 
In other words, after a good many 
years of hard work, with a certain 
measure of success, I came to the 
conclusion that I was getting nowhere, 
and that it was high time for me to 
do something on my own hook if I 
ever wanted to be more than just 
somebody’s employee. 


didn’t, and that iswhat | f 


‘That was only a few months ago. 
To-day 1 am making more mone 
than i ever dreamed of making. 
am my own boss, and last month my 
net profit was more than: $1,200. 


“This is how it happened. One 
day I read an advertisement in a 
magazine. The advertisement said 
that any man could make from $100 
to $300 a month during his spare 
time, or that he could make $200 a 
a if he only had the necessary am- 

ition. 


‘‘It was only natural that I should hesi- 
tate a bit before answering this advertise- 
ment. It seemed almost too good to be 
true. Frankly, I doubted whether it was 
possible. But I thought to myself that 
certainly there could be no harm in writ- 
ing, sO I elipped out the coupon and 
mailed it. 


‘*I realize to-day that mailing that coupon 
was the most important thing I ever did. All 





perhaps even immediately following 


that I have to-day—all the success that 
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mortar which holds together the ‘lively 
stones’ of God’s ‘spiritual house.’ Malice 
and guile and hypocrisies and envies are 
the foreign substances which, destroying 
the value of the mortar, would cause the 
building to: crumble into decay and ruin 
Wherefore all these must-be “laid aside.” 


Prayer Succestions: Do you know 
that the “mercy drops” have begun to fall 
in thousands of places throughout the 
world? Pray, “on the ground of the 
Cross” and to God’s glory alone, that the 
present summer season may. witness the 
beginning of such a harvest of souls as 
this world has never known. Pray! 





How You Can Make 
From $50 to $200 a Week 


The Amazing Story of E. A. Sweet, 
Who Suddenly Found That He Was 
Worth $1,000 a Month 


I have earned—is due to that one little ae 
of mine. 


s ty work has "been pleasant and ea 
I am the representative in this territory 
a manufacturer of raincoats. This manu 
facturer sent me a little eight-page bookle 
that tells any man or woman just what # 
told me. It offers-to any one the sathe op- . 
portunity that was offered to me. 


‘This raincoat manufacturer is the Comer 
Manufacturing Company, of Dayton, Ohi 
—one of the largest manufacturers of hig 
grade raincoats in America,. These coat 
are nationally advertised, but they are née 
sold through stores. All that I do is 
take orders.. I do not have to buy a stock 
of coats. And the beauty of the propos? 
tion is that I get my profit the same dap 
that the order is taken. 


‘*The little eight-page 
booklet which the Com 
pany will send to you wil 
tell you exactly what to 
do. It will tell you how 
to'get started right in your 
own territory, and will teB 
you where to go, what te 
shy, and give you, all the 
information you will ever 
need. 


‘‘In my first month as 
a Comer representative! 
made $243. That was a 
start, but it was only a 
start. My second month 
netted me $660, and last 
month I hit the bull's eye 
with a net profit of more 
than $1,200 for my thirty 
days’ work. 

‘‘One year ago my life 





EA. SWEET was limited to a $200 


a month income: I 

worked eight hours a day. 

To-day my income is from $600 to $1,200 a 

month, and I work four hours a day. A year 

ago I was not sure of my position. To-day I 

am the sole owner of my own business. I 

still consider myself a greenhorn, and I ex- 

ect my profits to grow just as much in the 
ture as they have grown so far." 


If you are interested in making from $50 
to $200 a week, and can devote all of your 
time or only an hour or so a day tothe same 
proposition in your térritory, write to the 
Comer Manufacturing Company at Dayton, 
Ohio. Simply sign and mail the attached 
coupon, and they will. send you without cost 
or obligation the same eight-page booklet 
referred to by Mr. Sweet, together with 
complete details of their remarkable propo- 
sition. 


JUST MAIL THIS NOW 


The Comer Manzfacturing Company, 
Dept. W-69, Dayton, Ohio. 
Gentlemen : ; , 

Please send me, without obligation on my 
part, copy of your booklet and full details of 


our proposition. Tell me how I can make 
Kom 50 to $200 a week. 


ABDAREB.«: «00-0 0.6 2 2 6.088 ao Seo 
(Print or write plainly) 














